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An Introduction to 
Research on the Impact 

of Covid-19 on the 
Youth Sector 



A SIGNIFICANT BODY OF STUDIES, 
ANALYSES, SURVEYS AND POLICY 
DOCUMENTS ALREADY EXISTS ON THE 
IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON YOUNG 
PEOPLE AND THE YOUTH SECTOR FROM 
MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES.



A FIRST SURVEY OF THE LITERATURE 
SHOWS THAT EDUCATION, LEARNING, 
MOBILITY, UNEMPLOYMENT, AND 
MENTAL HEALTH ARE THE MOST 
RESEARCHED TOPICS SO FAR.



LOOKING ACROSS THESE STUDIES, KEY 
MESSAGES EMERGE ON THE TYPES OF 
IMPACT AND EXTENT TO WHICH 
DIFFERENT SECTIONS OF THE YOUTH 
POPULATION ARE AFFECTED.



education and 
learning mobility

SHORT-TERM AND LONG-TERM IMPACT OF COVID-19 
ON EDUCATION NEEDS TO BE EXPLORED FROM 
BROAD PERSPECTIVE, INCLUDING: SCHOOL 
LEADERSHIP; LEGISLATION TO SUPPORT DECISION-
MAKING; THE MANAGEMENT OF IN-SCHOOL AND 
DISTANCE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS FOR ALL 
LEARNERS.



youth employment

DUE TO THE IMMEDIACY OF RESPONDING TO THE 
PANDEMIC CONSEQUENCES, STUDIES HAVE NOT 
YET FOCUSED ON HOW THIS WHOLE SITUATION 
WILL AFFECT THE PROFESSIONAL CAREERS OF 
YOUTH IN THE MEDIUM AND LONG TERM.



youth work and youth 
organisations 

RESEARCH IS NEEDED IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND 
WHICH INEQUALITIES STUDIES ARE REFERRING TO 
EXACTLY: WHICH GROUPS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 
HAVE BEEN HIT THE MOST AND WHY, HOW THE 
YOUTH SECTOR CAN WORK TOWARDS 
ADDRESSING THESE?



mental health and 
well-being

WHAT ARE THE LONG-TERM IMPACTS AND 
CONSEQUENCES OF COVID-19 ON YOUNG 
PEOPLE'S MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING. 
WHY ARE WOMEN AND GIRLS, LGBTI+ YOUNG 
PEOPLE AND OTHER VULNERABLE GROUPS 
DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY COVID-19 IN 
RELATION TO MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING.



MORE RESEARCH IS NEEDED IN ORDER TO BETTER 
QUALIFY THE NATURE AND CONTENT OF THE IMPACT

WHY HAVE SOME GROUPS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 
BEEN AFFECTED MORE THAN OTHERS? 

HOW DIFFERENT TYPES OF IMPACTS ARE 
INTERLINKED TO EACH OTHER?

ARE NEW INEQUALITIES EMERGING, BEYOND THE 
EXACERBATION OF EXISTING ONES? 



AS FOR POLICIES IN GENERAL, 
INCLUDING THE YOUTH SECTOR’S 
FUTURE WORK, RESEARCH AND DATA 
SHOULD BE COLLECTED WITH THE AIM 
OF LOOKING AT LONG-TERM IMPACTS - 
AND NOT ONLY SHORT AND MEDIUM-
TERM - OF THE PANDEMIC.



SYNERGIES AND COOPERATION 
BETWEEN DIFFERENT LEVELS - LOCAL, 
NATIONAL, EUROPEAN - SHOULD BE 
HIGHLIGHTED IN FUTURE RESEARCH, 
ALONG WITH BEST PRACTICES. 




