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Bit of my background: why the chosen 
themes are in the presentation

• Research on child and youth participation  

• Reflecting on the experiences in promoting 
participation on the local and national level 
(work with Unicef to develop child friendly 
cities in Finland, developing participatoin in 
the National Core Curriculum of Finland, 
development project on the local level with 
youth work and schools)
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Why youth participation is 
important

• Participatory turn (Bhekker 2016)

• Emphasis on rights: children and the young have a right to 
participate and to be heard

• The emphasis on the importance of engaging customers and 
citizens to make better decisions: ” Engaging citizens in policy-
making is an advanced two-way relation between 
government and citizens based on the principle of 
partnership.” (OECD 2001)

• Emphasis on the active role of the young, the impact of new 
forms of participating and the importance to engage with 
them not only in the field of representative democracy

29.11.2019 Tomi Kiilakoski



Why youth participation needed

• the developmental perspective: helping young people to learn how 
influence, discuss together, how to make a difference

• service perspective: organising services more efficiently by listening 
to the actual users

• democracy perspective: the more citizens are interested in common 
matters, the more likely they are to engage democratically

• rights-based perspective: children and young people have a right to 
participate and be heard in the matters concerning them

• community perspective: the more groups feel they are accepted as 
legitimate members of a community, the safer and more 
comfortable and creative the community is likely to be

• participation is not only about the young, it concerns all of us.
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Example 1. Youth councils (source: 
city of Espoo web page)
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Ladders of participation (in Dibou 
2019)
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Ladders of participation (in Dibou 
2019)
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Roles of young people in the 
process (in Dibou 2019)
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Example 2. EU Youth Dialogue
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Different ideals of democracy
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Different ideals of democracy
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Different ideals of democracy
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Example 3. Participatory budgeting 
(source: City of Helsinki web page)
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Door mats
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Glass ceiling
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On Participation

• Girl 1. ” They always ask us our opinions and 
enquire what we want”. 
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On participation

• Girl 2. ”but whatever you say, nothing ever 
happens”
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On Participation

• Girl 3. ”it’s about that: nothing ever happens, 
things never work out”
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Key message on participation

• “Hearings are of no 
use, if you are not 
ready to give us 
power” (Interview of a 
young person)

• “Participation without 
influence is mere 
window-
dressing”´(Mary 
John).



Crowley & Moxon 2017: New and innovative forms of 
youth participation in the decision-making process
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Kurt Hahn on working with the 
young (1960)

There are three ways of trying to win the young. 
There is persuasion, there is compulsion and 
there is attraction. You can preach at them, that 
is a hook without a worm; you can say “You 
must volunteer,” that is of the devil; and you can 
tell them, “You are needed.” That appeal hardly 
ever fails. 
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