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The roots of the workers youth 
movements in western and central Europe 

at the Beginning of the 20th century 

Founding conference of the 
Socialist Youth International 

(1907) – today IUSY 

Newspaper of young workers in 
Mannheim, Germany in 1905 



 

 In 1922, representatives of socialist educational 
organisations from Switzerland, Germany, Great 
Britain, the Netherlands, Italy, Austria and 
Czechoslovakia met in Austria to discuss the role 
of socialist education. 

 

 They founded the ‘International Committee of 
Socialist Educational Organisations’ 

 

 Trailer of IFM's last big international 
Summercamp of IFM-SEI in 2016 
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Left: Children‘s republic „Solidarity“ in 
Draveil, France (1932) 

Abvove: Elections in a children‘s republic  
(1932) 

Values of socialist Education:  
• Self-organisation of young people 
• Democratic structures 
• (International) solidarity 
• Equality (between genders, ages, …) 

Influenced by: 
• Scout movement 
• Young nature Friends 
• Social democratic parties 
• Party youth and trade unions 
• Secular school movement 
• progressive educational movement 
• In destinction to the catholic church 



During World War II and the  
dictatorship of Nazi Germany 

The establishment of fascist regimes in Germany and Europe 
weakened the SEI because its member organizations were often 
outlawed. The international office moved from Vienna to Paris. 
From 1939 on international activities were not possible anymore.  
 

Two anecdotes of international solidarity: 
 

• Near the end of a summercamp in 1933 “Kinderfreunde” already 
had great problems with the fascist dictatorship in Austria. They 
asked the Flemish “Rode Valken” to keep their flags safe for 
them until they would be free again to use them in Austria. 
These flags remained hidden in Belgium during the war and were 
handed back over afterwards in 1945. 
 

• Woodcraft Folk, the IFM member organisation from Great Britain 
organized a so called “Kindertransport”, rescuing Jewish children 
from Nazi Germany and Slovakia after an international 
summercamp. 



Falken State „Young Europe) 

in Germany (1952) 

Memorial Tours to Auschwitz 
Education about the Holocaust  
in the late 1950s  

From 1946 on: Refoundation and big debates 

In 1946 the Woodcraft Folk from Great 
Britain hosted an international camp in 
Brighton. 
 
Different ideas of socialist education 
have been discussed in the late 1940s 
and 1950s. 



IFM-SEI Congress 1963 in Vienna: 

 
 Full recognition of the challenges of the global south 

 Looking for socialist educational organisations in the different 
regions of the world 

 Decision to co-operate more with IUSY  

 Headquarters of IFM moved back from Amsterdam to Vienna 

 Adoption of IFM educational principles 

 

 

 In 1972: IFM became  IFM-SEI in recognition of new MOs 

(International Falcon Movement - Socialist Educational 
International) 



The influences by the student‘s 
movement in the late 1960s  

• Establishment of feminist structures 
• Progressive sex-education 



Solidaity campaigns in the 1970s and 1980s 
• Against the military dictatorships in Chile and Nicaragua 
• Against the apartheid in Southern Africa 
• Supporting the strike of the British miners 



Activities against the Cold War 
in the 1970s and 1980s 

IYNF (International Young Naturefriends), CIMEA 
(International Committee of Children's and 
Adolescents' Movements), WOSM (Scouts), WAGGGS 
(Girl Guides) and IFM-SEI formed an International 
Cooperation called CAIC. 

CAIC organised common youth 
activities between Western and Eastern 
Europe in the spirit of peace, 
friendship, cooperation, children’s 
rights, understanding and mutual 
respect 



Peace education with member organisations 
from Israel and Palestine 

 

 In 1985, the IFM-SEI Secretary General handed over a letter to the 
UN, written with blood by Palestinians.  

 The IFM-SEI decided to encourage peace activities among member 
organisations in the Middle East. 

In the 1990s and 2000s, yearly 
peace camps and seminars were 
held in the Middle East and in 
Europe in the framework of IFM’s 
Peace Project Association and the 
Middle East 
 
Since 2007 MOs from Israel and 
Palestine co-operate in the Willy-
Brandt-Center in Jerusalem 
    



Attempt to form a strong European 
region in the 1990s 

In the 1990s, a series of seminars was 
organised to strengthen the Eastern European 
regions of Europe.  
They focused on different topics (campaigning, 
strengthening participation, etc) and were 
aiming to establish a network of organisations 
in Eastern Europe. 


