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Giacomo Bottà is adjunct professor in urban studies at 
the University of Helsinki, but he also teaches in Freiburg 
and Karlsruhe. His research focuses on urban cultures, 
popular music, temporary uses and interculturalism. He 
enjoys strumming ukuleles and pushing casiotone keys. He 
currently lives in Strasbourg.
Find him at: www.giacomobotta.wordpress.com

Clare Cosgrove is a professional youth worker from west 
Belfast. Having won a scholarship from Early Years to do so, 
she is currently completing a Masters in Applied Peace and 
Confl ict Studies with Early Years at INCORE, University of 
Ulster. She is interested in all aspects of youth development, 
but has a particular interest in the legacy of confl ict and the 
prevention of the transmission of trauma to generations of 
young people born in the period after the confl ict in Northern 
Ireland. In her current post, she acts as co-ordinator of a 
programme which helps tackle barriers to employment faced 
by some of the most marginalised young people in an area of 
extreme social deprivation.

Filip Coussée co-ordinates an assessment centre for young 
people in care. He is also a researcher at Ghent University. 
In his work he focuses on social pedagogy as a perspective 
on social work and youth and community work. He studied 
the history of youth work in Flanders and its connections to 
developments in the other social fi elds and in other European 
countries. He is a member of the Pool of European Youth 
Researchers (PEYR). Coyote editorial team member.

Rui Gomes is head of the Division for Education and Training 
at the Youth Department of the Council of Europe. He is 
currently co-ordinating the youth campaign “No Hate Speech 
Movement”. He has authored and co-authored various 
publications on intercultural learning in youth work, such as 
Compass, and Mosaic. After 10 years at the European Youth 
Centre in Budapest, Rui now works in Strasbourg.

Gisèle Evrard has been working as a project co-ordinator and 
trainer for the past 16 years. Today her main fi elds of work 
consist of learning, competence development, recognition 
of youth work and non-formal learning and Euro-Arab 
co-operation. In addition to her work and deep beliefs in 
alternative educational systems and social transformation, 
a passion for photography and the English Renaissance, 
Gisèle is also one of the founding members of Taaluma, 
an international training and education network. Coyote 
editorial team member.

Jo Peeters lives in Nijmegen, the Netherlands, and is an 
experienced youth worker. Since 2002 he has been involved 
in projects concerning recognition of competences acquired 
through volunteering. He works with/for youth organisations 
and volunteer centres.

Thomas Spragg lives in Brussels and was communications 
offi cer of the European Youth Forum at the time of writing of 
his article. Coyote editorial team member.

Darko Markovic is from Belgrade, Serbia. He is a trainer and 
consultant, one of the founders of the “Hajde da...” group 
and owner of “Inn.Side – people and training”. His main 
areas of interest are learning and development, intercultural 
competence, emotional intelligence, European Voluntary 
Service and better recognition of non-formal learning at both 
national and European levels. Coyote editorial team member.
SALTO ToY profi le: 
www.trainers.salto-youth.net/DarkoMarkovic

Marko Pejović works as a psychologist, trainer and 
playwright. He is the editor of several publications and 
manuals in the framework of non-formal education, and co-
author of many programmes for intercultural learning. He is 
also the author of several projects for inclusion of members 
of sensitive groups in theatre work. He works as programme 
manager for the group “Let’s...” (Grupa “Hajde da...”, Serbia) 
and as executive director of the festival of socially engaged 
theatre “Off Frame” in Belgrade.

Marlies Pöschl is a visual artist and fi lmmaker currently based 
in Vienna. Her work is centred on questions of language and 
education, as well as the relation between text and image. 
Coyote editorial team member.

Noemi Salantiu comes from in Cluj-Napoca, Romania. She 
has been trained in social research and is the proud co-
founder of the Edgeryders social enterprise. As a community 
manager and healer, her passion is to support and show love 
to seemingly disparate initiatives which are in fact part of a 
larger change in economy, society and democracy.

Kateryna Shalayeva is a freelance trainer, empirical researcher, 
policy analyst, assessor and evaluator in youth and 
development affairs. She is a member of the Pool of Trainers 
of the Youth Department, Council of Europe, and the Pool 
of European Youth Researchers of the Partnership between 
the European Commission and the Council of Europe in the 
fi eld of youth.

Torben Grocholl has studied Political Science and 
Communications in Vienna and Copenhagen. He currently 
lives in Graz, Austria and is working as a freelance trainer 
in the European youth fi eld. He is passionate about creative 
facilitation and the power of visual language.

Mark E. Taylor is a relatively nice ukulele-playing dinosaur 
who freelances from his current base in Strasbourg, France. 
You can fi nd him around the place facilitating meetings, 
training, running workshops and consulting organisations. 
One of his passions is to be found in writing what he hopes 
are useful educational publications. A founding member who 
became editor of Coyote magazine, he is still waiting to meet 
Spiffy...


