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B&H YOUTH IN PROCES OF EU INTEGRATION
Debate on theme "B&H YOUTH IN PROCES OF EU INTEGRATION: Polices employment youth in B&H", held in Brčko organized by Association “PRONI” Centre for youth development on 22nd of April 2009 in Youth centre in Brčko, under the auspices of special representative European Union (EUSR in B&H) and Czech EU presidency. 
Debate was intended to point out the responsibilities that have taken the B&H authorities Stabilization and Association Agreement defined in Article 99. Agreements - Cooperation in the field of social policy: "The Parties shall cooperate to facilitate the reform of employment policies in Bosnia and Herzegovina, in the context of strengthened economic reforms and integration". This aim is largely fulfilled.
Since more than 60% of unemployed are youth with secondary school debate focused on education system that is incompatible with labor market and economy demand. Debate gives more information about role of non formal education and how this can be one part of solution for young people seeking for employment, and what importance does it have.

Debate looked for creative and innovative employment proposals/strategies/activities from youth representatives that can become part of BiH employment strategies or BiH youth policy
trying to establish balance among youth proposals and BiH government obligations. 

Preparation, implementation and evaluation of the debate was taking a period of month and half, from mid of March  to end of April  in which PRONI was contacting and preparing panellists, preparing and distributing invitations for participants, officials and Medias.  
During preparation period PRONI representative had several meeting with moderator and one with moderator and EUSR representative responsible for debate implementation. After the debate PRONI edit video material and set up a DVD debate, and collected all Medias articles and reports.
As learning point PRONI we find that if there was more time in animating young members of political parties would bring more members of this population and that their contribution would be higher and involve them in debate. 

On the debate participants and panellists needed more time, and PRONI believes that if debate had fewer panellists, or if debate was longer, it would bring more debating between participants.
PRONI finds that organizing special Media room was very useful to have, and that bringing high officials on debate events is good media and community promotion of topic that was debated on. 

The debate included 74 panellists and participants. Panellists and participants in the debate were people from the Government of Brčko District and Bijeljina, H.E. Ambassador of French Embassy in B&H, OSCE, Employment Agency in Brčko district, Directorate for European Integration B&H, Commission for coordination of youth issues in B&H, volunteers, students councils, young people as representatives from political parties, representatives of non-governmental sector, donor and business sector in B&H, who deal with issues of employment and youth in the country.

Large numbers of state and local media have reported about this debate, such as: RTRS, BHT, RTV BN, FTV, HIT RTV, Internet TV Posavina, Radio Brčko and lot of various web Medias such as infobrcko.com and ctrlx.info.  
Conclusions from the debate are:

1. In times of economic crisis it is very important that the state has policies for youth employment;
2. Research shows that in BiH in 2008 before the economic crisis, were 58.5% unemployed of young people, which is almost 4 times more than in the EU, of unemployed youth, 60% have secondary or lower vocational degree;
3. Research shows that only 1% of young people are involved in governmental employment programs;
4. Bosnia and Herzegovina in support of youth employment is on the declarative level;
5. SPP and the EU Partnership Agreements are Bosnia and Herzegovina and the EU, which clearly states the obligations of Bosnia and Herzegovina to improve the position of young;
6. The biggest challenge for the employment of youth are the fragmentation and impassability educational system, educational system discrepancies to the needs of the labor market, market fragmentation in BiH, impassability information, and the passivity of young people;
7. Reforms are needed to improve the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the country, not only for joining the EU;
8. Young people is difficult to run their companies because of administrative obstacles and lack of initial capital.
During whole process of preparing, implementing and evaluating debate PRONI as youth organization has gain a lot of experience organizing an event with high officials, as well as  in youth employment issue. 

PRONI introduce this topic and good practice in this filed to its own volunteers and members and among other youth organization. After the debate PRONI become more visible in Medias and community as organization working on youth employment and other youth issues. 
Additional actions:

PRONI has sent a project proposal to the Assembly of the Brcko District of organizing the debate on the topic of "Youth Employment in the Brcko District BiH", as one of the future activities that have arisen from this debate. 

PRONI also presented the results of this debate in Sarajevo to Mr. Nikola Špirić (Chairman of the House of Representatives BiH) and Mr. Valentin Incko (Special Representative for the EU in BiH), and in Brussels to Mrs. Doris Pack (The Chairwoman of the European Parliament's).
PRONI General Manager:

_____________________

     Jasmin Jašarević   
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