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The first two issues of Eurydice in Brief
each contained a summary of a full
study already published by Eurydice.
The present issue sets out some new
and original information that has not

previously appeared.

In 2004, Eurydice produced a subject-
based report bringing together over
30 indicators on information and
communication technology in schools.
The main sources for the report were
the Eurydice National Units and
Eurostat, as well as the PISA 2000
(Programme for International Student
Assessment) and PIRLS international
surveys. Since the appearance of the
report, the results of PISA 2003 have
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be instructive to analyse some of
these data, in particular to compare
the situation of 15-year-old boys and
girls confronted with ICT. Around ten
indicators and Figures on this topic are

accordingly set out here.
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HOW BOYS AND GIRLS IN
EUROPE ARE FINDING THEIR

WAY WITH INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY?

Virtually all students aged 15 (99.31 %) say that they have already used a
computer. The majority (81 %) say that they have a computer at home.

Over 50 % say they regularly use a computer to perform three main activities:
to play games, to look for information on the Internet and to communicate
via e-mail or‘chat-rooms’.

Boys say that they learn on their own or with friends, while girls do so at
school or with their family.

While boys are more attracted to ICT and use it more freely, girls learn to
use computers mainly at school, which doubtless redresses the balance in
their favour.

Developing the skills of young students by expanding school computer facilities and
incorporating ICT (information and communication technology) into the curriculum
is one of the current priorities of national policies. This is a consequence of the
breakthrough of ICT both at the workplace and in the home.

Furthermore, differences between boys and girls in enrolment and qualification rates
in mathematical, scientific and technological subjects are a cause for concern at the
European Commission. Under these circumstances, it is helpful to analyse by sex the
reactions of young people in Europe facing up to this new environment, and the ways
in which they become fully conversant with the special technologies comprising ICT.

Thereplies of young students aged 15 to the PISA 2003 survey questionnaire provide an
opportunity to analyse the attitudes of boys and girls confronted with ICT. Differences
between them are apparent in the frequency with which they use ICT, the context
in which they learn to do so, the types of activity carried out and self-assessment by
students of their own abilities. However, it should be borne in mind that the information
here corresponds to data as reported, and that the real situation of young 15-year-olds
may differ significantly from what they say about it.

The total sample consists of 91 091 students from all countries that took part in PISA
except Spain, France, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom (England,
Wales and Northern Ireland) and Norway, which all decided not to circulate the optional
questionnaire on ICT. Annexes to the present document, including the calculation of
standard errors, may be consulted in its electronic version on the Eurydice website:
www.eurydice.org. Details concerning the PISA survey are contained in the general
introduction and glossary of the general report Key Data on Education in Europe 2005
which is also available on the Eurydice website.

Editor: Patricia Wastiau-Schliter




Almost all young people aged 15 have already used a computer. But boys have done so for
longer and more frequently than girls

Considered as a whole, virtually all students aged 15 (99.31 %) say that they have already
used a computer, whether at home, school, orin another setting. The percentages are slightly
lower in Slovakia (around 96 %) and Greece (98 %). In all countries, differences between girls

and boys in this respect are insignificant.

For a great many students, the use of a computer is nothing new. While a minority (9 %)
say they have used one for less than a year, a third have done so for over five years. The
proportions of students who report using computers for less than a year are higher (around
20 %) in Greece and Latvia, as well as in Slovakia (a little under 30 %). By contrast, in the
Nordic countries, the majority of students have used them for over five years. In general, boys
report that they have done so for longer than girls. In all cases, this difference is statistically

significant except in Ireland.

The home computer is used almost every day by half of the young people (49.5 %), to whom
may be added the 25 % who say they use it a few times each week. Only 13 % of young
people never use a computer at home, a proportion somewhat lower than the proportion
of families without a computer, which stands at some 20 % (see Figure 8 for further details).
While 60 % of boys claim to use one virtually every day, this applies solely to 37 % of girls.

Figure 1: Proportions of young people aged
15 who say they have used computers

for over 5 years, by sex and by country,

Figure 2: Proportions of young people aged
15 who say they use the computer at home

at least a few times each week,
by sex and by country, 2002/03

Figure 3: Proportions of young people aged
15 who say they use a computer at school

at least a few times each week,
by sex and by country, 2002/03
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to circulate the optional questionnaire on ICT.




When the two reply options ‘almost every day’ and ‘a few times each week’ are bracketed
together, the difference is smaller with 80 % of boys and 68 % of girls. This finding is the

same for all countries, although the proportions vary from one to the next.

The use of computers at school is a little less frequent: 45 % of students say they use them
at least a few times each week and 13 % that they never do so.

In Denmark, Hungary and the United Kingdom (Scotland), the majority of students use
school computers at least a few times each week. In 10 countries, the girl/boy differences
are insignificant. More frequent use of computers at school by boys is apparent in all the
Nordic countries, Portugal and Liechtenstein. In Austria, the opposite trend is observed.

I The most popular activities are games and looking up information, while the least frequent
are programming and mathematical calculation

The main activities for which young Figure 4: Proportions of young 15-year-olds who use computers for a series of 12

activities, by frequency of use, 2002/03

15-year-olds use computers are games,

Internet access to look up information,
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of differences. In general, boys use com-
puters more often than girls to play games, but also to look up information (these differences
are significant in all cases except the German-speaking Community of Belgium, Hungary,
Austria and Liechtenstein). As regards use of the computer for communication, however,
differences between girls and boys are less clear-cut. The same observation is valid for the
use of word processing (at least once a month). The use of spreadsheets is slightly more po-
pular among boys although this does not apply to all countries without exception. Finally,

programming activities are far more frequent among boys than girls.

Besides the results shown in the Figure, use of the Internet for downloading music or software
is far more frequent among boys in all countries. Similarly, boys more often use graphics
programmes or the Internet to collaborate with a group, although not in all countries




Figure 5: Proportions of young people aged 15 who say they use a computer for six activities at least once a week/month,

by sex and by country, 2002/03
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without exception. Finally, in the case of activities such as use [

of the computer to help with learning school material or the 15 in terms of the person or place they
identify as having been most instrumental

use of educational software, no general trend is apparent across in teaching them to use computers or the

countries, probably because these activities are mainly carried DGR 226 AU TE

out at school (see Key Data on Information and Communication .  Useofcomputer

50 50

Technology in Schools in Europe, 2004), with variations between Girls [ Boys

countries but the same frequency for boys and girls.

EEEEE Boys say that they learn on their own or with friends, while girls do
so at school or with their family

% School . Family Other °
Overall, one young person in every three states that (s)he has Friends Alone

learnt to use a computer unaided. The remainder say that 0% Use of the Internet % o

Girls [ Boys 44

they have above all learnt to do so at school, or with friends or

their family. Boys say that they have mainly learnt how to use

computers with friends or on their own, whereas girls report
that they have mainly done so at school or with their family. The

same observation applies to use of the Internet although the

differences are less marked. O o Family el

Friends Alone
Source: OECD, PISA 2003 database.

This trend is apparent

Figure 7: Proportions of young people aged 15 in terms of the person or place they identify as having been

in all countries, which most instrumental in teaching them to use computers, by sex and by country, 2002/03
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marked, although they

remain significant.




In other countries, the difference between girls and boys is very great in the case of certain
components. In the Czech Republic, Germany and the Nordic countries, two to three times
as many girls as boys say that they have mainly learnt to use computers at school. In the

Czech Republic, Hungary and Slovakia, two to three times as many boys as girls say that they

have learnt on their own.

Beyond these girl/boy differences, variations may be observed between countries. The
proportions of students who have mainly learnt to use computers at school are higher than
the European average in Greece, Latvia, Hungary, Austria and Poland. They are far lower in

Sweden. The proportions of students who have mainly learnt to use a computer with their

families are far higher than average in Belgium (the French Community).

Variations attributable to levels of computerisation at home and at school

Data on the Ilearning context are

partly attributable to the levels of
computerisation at home and school
in the different countries. In all, the
majority of students (81 %) say they have
a computer at home that they can use for
school work, while 60 % say they have an
Internet connection at home. However,
the percentages are far lower in Greece
(53 % and 36 % respectively), Latvia (44 %
and 16 %), Hungary (67 % and 26 %) and
Poland (60 % and 34 %), which explains
why the proportion of students in these
countries who say their learn with their
families is lower. By contrast, while the
level of school computerisation is not as

great in three of these countries (Greece,

Figure 8: Proportions of students aged 15 who say they have a home computer

and Internet connection, by sex and by country, 2002/03
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The majority of students say they are capable of performing a set of simple activities
Questioned about their ability to carry out certain activities (23 in all (), students generally

say they are very familiar with how to play computer games. It may be assumed that students

are also thoroughly proficient Figure 9: Breakdown by sex of young people aged 15 in accordance with

in other tasks, such as opening how they assessed their own computer skills, 2002/03

a file, deleting a document or Girls
file, saving a document or file,

Advanced applications

scrolling a document up and Spreadsheets and

down a screen, drawing pictures PowerPoint presentations

with a mouse or printing a file or Communication

A 3
document (all shown in Figure 9 Internet (downloading)
under the heading using a file), 18 8 2

. . . Fil t
since the great majority (girls and 6 2 flé managemen

boys) report that they perform Internet/e-mail (simple)

931
them very well. Using a file

o . 921
Activities such as consulting the Playing games

Internet or writing or sending o 20 40 s 80 100 % o 20 a0 e 80

100 %

e-mails, which are not very M Verywell [ With help Cannot do it Don’t know what this means

complex, are performed by over | ¢ . o pish 2003 database.

80 % of young people and the

differences between boys and

girls are not very great.

() The question ‘How well can you do each of these tasks on a computer?’ was asked for a list of 23 tasks. These have been
grouped together for illustrative purposes.

Boys claim to be more competent when performing complex activities

Differences between girls and boys become more clear-cut in the case of complex activities
grouped together under the heading file management. Creating or editing a document,
moving files from one place to another on a computer, or copying a file from a floppy disk
are tasks that three quarters of students are able to perform, but more boys than girls report
that they do them very well. Tasks such as copying or downloading files from the Internet
and downloading music are proficiently executed by a smaller percentage of students, the
majority of them boys. A significant proportion of girls say that they can perform these
activities with help. Next come tasks such as attaching a file to an e-mail message or using
a database to produce a list of addresses, which have been grouped in the Figure under
the heading communication, for which the differences between girls and boys are more
marked. Activities such as using a spreadsheet to plot a graph or creating a presentation
(for example, using PowerPoint) are familiar to less than half of the students, with a greater
degree of facility among boys. Finally, students appear far less experienced in advanced
applications such as using software to find and get rid of computer viruses, constructing
a web page, using a multimedia programme or creating a programme (in Logo, Pascal or
Basic). Almost half of the girls say that they are incapable of performing these operations or

even totally unfamiliar with them.




Figure 10: Proportion of young people aged 15, by sex and by country,
who say they perform four particular activities very satisfactorily, 2002/03
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In the case of four of these activities, the trend is general for all countries. However, Austria
and Ireland are noteworthy for the fact that girls and boys perform any one of them to the

same extent.

EEEN Summary

Whatever the country or level of school computerisation, the attitudes of girls and boys
vis-a-vis the use of ICT seem to differ in the same way: boys are more attracted to ICT and
use it more freely. They say they use computers more frequently (except in the case of
communication and word processing activities). They also more often claim that they can
perform complex operations and that they have learnt on their own or with friends. It would
appear that the education system to some extent redresses the balance in favour of girls,
a greater proportion of whom say they learnt to use computers mainly at school and that
they perform activities included in the subjects taught there (see Key Data on ICT, Eurydice,

2004) just as well as boys.

This bulletin, together with its annexes, may be consulted on the Eurydice website at:

www.eurydice.org.

This publication is financed by the European Commission Directorate-General for Education and Culture.



ANNEXES

The X shown in the figures indicates countries that took part in PISA and decided not to circulate the

optional questionnaire on TIC.

Figure1. Proportions of young people aged 15 who say they have used computers for over 5 years, by

sex and by country. School year 2002/03.
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Figure2. Proportions of young people aged 15 who say they use the computer at home at least a few
times each week, by sex and by country. School year 2002/03.
BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-
fr [ de | nl | [OK[DE[EL|ES|FR[IE] M [ [w][H[N]AT]PL]PTSK] P [ES| WisNR [saT] 1s | LI | NO
exer‘;’l'};y 07| 419| 625|278 444|437 22| x | x [203]338]226| X |280| x |458 361|414 |251|406|554] x 452|526 | 511 | X
as | |27 [ 269 114|103 ] 135 113 ] 095 1.26 [ 099 | 1.25 1.2 153 [ 113 ] 134 | 109 | 1.00 | 1.06 160 | 129 | 402
Feaw‘;e"e“kes 298|334 | 245 [ 317|325 | 311|230 | x | x |373]361|169| x [301] x |333]157(313]| 294|287 |285| «x 324309 | 33| x
se | 153238096 1.07|1.18] 1.05 | 1.08 118 [ 105 | 1.3 1.26 1.08 [ 097 1.02| 108 | 0.92 | 101 131 118 | 379
e\z\lei;r(li);y 56.1 (595 | 716|602 [ 741 | 716|480 | x | x [312]590 (450 | x |528| x |573 552|628 551|694 |793] x 589 | 814 | B2 | x
By | 1.69 | 255 | 125 | 1.25 | 1.09 | 107 ] 1.29 120 | 118 | 1.85 1.20 179132 120 | 138 [ 0.88 | 0.97 158 | 100 | 380
Feawwfég“ke‘ 240 | 206 (192200 [ 176|183 203 | x | x [381| 237|131 x |2n9| x |265[110]199|189|168|149| x u7| 130 | 201 | x
se | 141203098079 089097108 111079 0.96 0.91 7.3 069 | 0.95 | 1.05 [ 0.85 | 0.86 107 078 | 298
Source: OECD, PISA 2003 database. se : standard error
Figure3. Proportions of young people aged 15 who say they use a computer at school at least a few
times each week, by sex and by country. School year 2002/03.
BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-
fr [ de | nl [ [OK[DE[EL]ES|FRR|IE] W[ |[w[H]NAT]P]PT]sk|r[Es| wsnNr|[scT|[ s | u [N
Nearly |55 1 6a | 14|39 |19 07 |33 | x [ x |23 |39 |27 | x |55 |x |128] 15|31 ]35]20]|14] x n6| 36 | 57 | x
every day
as Lse_[o0 ] 112 030 064]137] 019|059 048 | 069 | 0.62 083 152|032 0520520407 0.96 239 050 | 181
Fea“’vfe"e“kes 170 [ 299 | 298|390 | 419 | 207|379 | x | x |245|453 | 288 | x | 72| x | 451|420 267 (394|229 (09| «x 482] 304 | 351 | x
se | 180 | 200175 212|138 | 144 229 194 | 244 23 147 181|197 1.65 | 184 | 1.27] 1.5 199 | 111 | 362
ev“:f;rzy 26 | 48 | 14 |54 (261|220 |57 | x | x [21]34|46|x |73 x [90]|31]|74]|45]58]190]| x 27| 65 | 85| x
Bys | 062 | 128 [ 027|061 140 035|076 042|045 1.12 1.07 112|045 073|077 077] 1.8 152 066 | 222
szmfe"e“ke‘ 162 | 229|313 335|488 | 231|434 | x | x [196|487 (345 | x |745| x |389|41.8|316|369|416[365| «x 476 | 405 | 575 | x
se | 144|197 165]1.68] 134|155 263 132 | 210 200 157 176 | 1.97 | 147 | 155 [ 156 | 1.25 165 | 119 | 353

Source: OECD, PISA 2003 database.

se : standard error
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Figure 4. Proportions of young 15-year-olds who use computers for a series of 12 activities, by
frequency of use School year 2002/03.

A se B se C se D se
Nearly every day 26.6 0.28 189 027 269 0.29 142 0.21
Few times a week 27.8 0.26 324 032 232 027 36.0 0.31
Between once a week and once a month 16.7 0.22 242 0.32 15.7 0.22 257 0.27
Less than once a month 145 0.20 128 0.21 n7 0.23 125 0.22
Never 144 023 n7s 027 225 0.31 15 0.23

E se F se G se H se
Nearly every day 246 0.27 174 0.22 83 022 10.1 0.20
Few times a week 20.7 0.28 194 0.25 224 0.25 212 0.25
Between once a week and once a month 14.0 0.23 15.7 0.23 226 023 22,6 0.26
Less than once a month 1n.1 0.17 137 0.19 195 0.25 238 0.27
Never 29.5 0.28 339 0.33 27.2 0.31 233 0.34

| se J se K se L se
Nearly every day 102 0.18 10.0 0.19 6.1 0.16 41 0.17
Few times a week 179 0.28 14.7 0.21 18.1 0.27 1n5 0.22
Between once a week and once a month 19.7 0.30 158 0.24 219 0.25 163 0.24
Less than once a month 183 0.22 16.9 0.24 221 0.24 213 0.28
Never 339 0.36 426 0.36 318 0.35 46.7 0.38
A Playing games G | Use of the computer to help with learning school material
B Use of the Internet to look up information H | Useof drawing, painting or graphics programmes
C Use of electronic communication (e-mail, chat rooms) I Use of the Internet to collaborate (with a group or team)
D | Useofword processing software J Programming
E Use of the Internet to download music K | Useof spreadsheets
F Use of the Internet to download software (games, etc.) L | Useof educational software (mathematics)
se | standard error
Source: OECD, PISA 2003 database.
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Figure 5. Proportions of young people aged 15 who say they use a computer for six activities at least
once a week/month, by sex and by country. School year 2002/03.

A least a few times each week for :

Playing games

BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-

fr {de (nl | CZ (DK |DE |EL [ES |FR | IE | IT | LV |LU|HU |NL|AT [PL|PT |SK|FI |ES | WLS/NIR |[SCT| IS L NO

Girls | 193 (237 | 340 | 267 | 317 | 248 | 477 | X | X |332(394|286| X [428| x |197|346|40.1|345]|294]312 X 3991 280 | 261 | X

se | 0.93(209(100]71.76]|1.00| 108|130 121 1.16 | 1.35 122 1.01 (095121127106 139 159 113 | 344
Boys | 57.4|67.1|675|683(809|687|696| x | X |560)684|667| x [743| x |63.9]|708 761621735783 X 750 | 747 | 658 | X
se | 1.78|239(101]|138|0.90|108|112 1.6 | 0.89 | 1.44 1.03 1.29 | 1.05 (099 | 1.20 | 0.93 | 0.84 128 1.01 | 3.69

Looking up information

BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-

fr | de ( nl | CZ | DK |DE | EL | ES | FR | IE | IT [ LV | LU [HU | NL | AT | PL | PT | SK | FI | ES | WLS/NIR | SCT | IS L NO

Girls | 40.7 [ 48.9 | 599 | 45.2 [ 57.4 | 407 [345| X | X [332|448|270| x |413| x |[61.0]354 (502|260 (307|527 X 60.7 | 653 | 599 | X

se | 1.67(237]132|1.64|123(099|1.44 1771120 | 1.37 154 131|147 | 157 (1411093 | 1.21 1751 118 | 426
Boys | 50.1 (5446731532 (736|550 (516 | x | X |[395|570 429 | x |[394| x |[60.8|482 (615|340 (472|684 X 6811 771 | 700 | Xx
se | 1.60 258 | 1.18 | 1.52|0.97 | 1.00 | 1.30 121 1.15 | 1.65 1.30 137|140 (121137099129 137 111 | 347

Communicating via e-mails or chat-rooms

BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-

fr | de [ nl | CZ [ DK |DE | EL | ES | FR | IE | IT [ LV | LU [HU | NL | AT | PL | PT | SK | FI | ES | WLS/NIR | SCT | IS Ll NO

Girls | 49.2 [ 57.2| 759 | 422 | 586 | 45.1(27.6 | X | X |[326(353|346| X |[496| X |[59.1]399(46.1]222(620]720 X 683 | 686 | 777 | X

se | 171|246 1.05| 153|140 1.15|0.94 153 [ 1.15]1.83 1.53 114|119 | 1.73 | 1.14 | 1.21 | 1.05 183 | 1.10 | 3.83
Boys |53.0 (548|771 | 448 615|524 (410 | x | X |[322]407 (407 | X |[427| X |546|442 554|266 (538|726 X 676 | 704 | 698 | X
se | 174(242|1.01|143(133( 112|113 121 111 1.49 1.36 127142 (130 1.76 | 1.16 | 1.47 166 | 1.16 | 3.65

At least once a month for:

Word processing

BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-

fr | de [ nl | CZ [ DK |DE | EL | ES | FR | IE | IT [ LV | LU [HU | NL | AT | PL | PT | SK | FI | ES | WLS/NIR | SCT | IS Ll NO

Girls | 63.6 [ 79.9 | 82.7 | 69.6 [ 89.3 | 69.8 [ 63.6 | X | X |[674|70.1(452| X |[77.0| X |[89.1|616 (642571663 |81.0 X 927 | 810 | 782 | X

se |204(799]129]1.69|083|118]1.29 150 1.12 | 1.62 1.36 089|130 | 1.35 | 1.64 | 1.26 | 1.04 080 | 1.07 | 343
Boys | 57.9 (709|792 (718907 | 718|664 | x | X [533|73.0|616| X [750| x |78.169.8 |741|615]|67.0 | 798 X 857 | 812 | 876 | x
se | 1.64|223(1.05(139]|073 103|130 1.54 | 103|177 1.02 135|131 1.14 | 1.5 | 1.09 | 0.89 105 | 121 | 238
Spreadsheets
BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-

fr (de (nl | CZ (DK |DE |EL |ES |FR | IE | IT |LV|LU|HU |NL|AT [PL|PT |SK|FI |E | WLSNIR [SCT| IS L NO

Girls | 27.2 {31.8 | 350 | 414 [ 306|310 {383 | x | X [33.0(380(31.0| x |[520| x |[50.6|48.1 (403302132187 X 5450 276 | 389 | X

se | 136|243(152]161|118| 116137 1250133 |21 1.58 1721150 | 1.37 | 110 | 0.90 | 0.94 183 | 0.88 | 4.01
Boys |36.2 | 44.1| 441|518 (50.7 | 432 (509 | x | X |[31.1]494 (466 | x |[552| X |521]60.6 (535|446 (284308 X 527 | 447 | 677 | X
se | 141233 (133]1.27 133|111 (119 1.2511.07 | 1.69 143 142(1.25]130 (109|111 | 1.01 188 | 118 | 3.94

Programming activities

BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-

fr | de [ nl | CZ [ DK |DE | EL | ES | FR | IE | IT [ LV | LU [HU | NL | AT | PL | PT | SK | FI | ES | WLS/NIR | SCT | IS Ll NO

Girls 208 {29.9|323(222(198 230 {354 | x | X [222(343[161| x [21.1| x |[280303 (422194 (11.7]183 X 399] 309 | 235 | X

se |143]259]1.03] 098083096 1.00 114 1.03 | 0.92 1.06 119 | 115 | 1.16 | 0.98 | 0.65 | 0.75 198 117 | 336
Boys |39.5 (445|495 [ 426|477 456532 x | x [262]499|374] x [359| x |[507 546586367 352]451 % 534 | 478 | 560 | x
se | 154289 1.00( 148131 1.09]1.18 107|110 | 1.30 1.19 168|122 126 105|110 1.15 161 116 | 311

Source: OECD, PISA 2003 database. se : standard error
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Figure 6. Proportions of young people aged 15 in terms of the person or place they identify as having
been most instrumental in teaching them to use computers or the Internet, by sex.

School year 2002/03.
Computer

School Friends Family Alone Others
Girls 35.6 14 24.6 249 35
standard error 0.50 0.29 0.42 045 0.18
Boys 203 205 15.0 40.6 36
standard error 0.38 0.38 0.36 0.48 0.177

Internet

School Friends Family Alone Others
Girls 24.0 18.0 19.9 289 42
standard error 0.44 0.35 0.39 0.52 0.19
Boys 17.9 191 12.6 424 45
standard error 0.42 0.37 0.34 047 0.18

Source: OECD, PISA 2003 database.

Figure 7. Proportions of young people aged 15 in terms of the person or place they identify as having
been most instrumental in teaching them to use computers, by sex and by country.

School year 2002/03
At school
BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-
fr | de | nl [ cZ|DK|DE|EL | ES|FR|[IE | IT | Lv |LU [HU|NL|AT [PL|PT|SK|F [ES | WSNR|saT| IS | LI | NO
Girls | 16.8 {206 [ 185[458 [ 254182533 x | x [302]326[504| x |58 x [53.1]576(170[33.1[298] 67 X a6 327 [ 400 [ x
se | 207 275|110 169|176 | 1.70 | 1.54 1.66 | 167 | 2.15 1.43 173|152 1.41 | 159 | 1.27 | 0.54 181 | 111 | 460
Boys | 16.1]10.1[157 (100 165[108( 83 | x | x |75|126[ 133 x |86 |x [89]81|233[186(157|211| «x 50 | 134 ] 164 | x
se | 1.17] 183|090 081|095 087]073 080 | 0.75 | 1.09 0.72 088|067 1.21 | 098069 1.10 058 | 103 | 355
With friends
BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-
fr {de | nm [ cz|DK|DE|EL|ES|FR|IE|IT| v | [HO|N AT [PL|PT|SK|FP [ES | wsNR|sa|[ s | u | nNo
Girls [ 387207266 |216{300 (364 (108 x | x [274|246]172| x [156] x [162]114]229]309[311]344] x ur| 212 | 188 | x
se | 206]221|123]094] 128 1.22]092 139 1.08 | 1.17 1.01 114|068 1.27 | 134 1.04] 137 153 | 102 | 388
Boys | 255381 [375(193]260 (303 (160 x | x [324]268[129] x |70 | x [200]218| 229|143 222354 «x %8| 316 | 214 | x
se | 131] 277|108 109] 126 1.13] 1.0 135 ] 1.02 | 0.85 0.57 097 1.07] 134078 078 1.20 171 133 | 380
With the family
BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-
fr {de | nl [ cz|DK|DE|EL|ES|FR|IE|IT | | |[H|N AT |[P|PT|sK|PFm [E | wsnR|sa|[1s | u | no
Girls | 94 [100] 90 [176] 66 |76 [316] x | x [217]179]309| x [344] x |255[398{126]147|130] 20 % 24 121 [ 191 ] x
se | 096|1.85]067]088052]077] 145 134 105|153 1.22 121|138 098 1.10] 073 032 149 | 082 | 355
Boys |220]223[182( 222209 22(175] x | x [141]187]243| x [263] x [203[148]267 346|283 200 «x n3| 201 | 7| x
se | 162|224 104]096[1.21]126]1.75 091086 1.28 1.01 127 083|137 133 | 104 113 108 | 108 | 320
Alone
BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-
fr {de | nl [ cZ|DK|DE|EL | ES|FR|IE | IT|Lv |LU|[HU|NL|[AT [PL|PT|SK|F [ES | WSNR|saT| IS | LI | NO
Girls 290 [178] 172125 157|190 73 [ x | x [208[179] 99| x [125] x [118] 84 [155]165[134]145] «x 206 126 | 23 [ x
se | 1.57]223|1.09]079] 097117060 122|091 | 071 0.85 077|062 1.16 | 0.84 | 0.6 | 0.85 125 | 082 | 39
Boys |37.0]456|541( 439459 474 {350 x | x [#0|a1|27] x [214] x [301]350](350([311|438]525] «x 382 539 | 460 | x
se | 162|282(129]125[131] 153130 109] 130 1.52 0.98 157123138 | 115 | 115 1.19 155 1.3 | 472
Source: OECD. PISA 2003 database. se : standard error
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Figure 8. Proportions of students aged 15 who say they have a home computer and Internet

connection, by sex and by country. School year 2002/03.

Computer
BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-
fr {de | n [z | Dk |DE|EL|ES|FR|IE|] M| | |[Ho [N |[aT [P [P |sk|m[E|wsnrR|sa|]is | u | no
Girls | 79.0 790 [ 86.2 [ 933 (733|922 (902|468 |77.3 (787805761 (395894632 962927551 |726(533[859| 941 [o15] 900 | 958 | 925
se | 141|141 149067 107072078136 1.18] 103|136 | 1.15] 179 062 | 1.47 [ 059|059 | 141 [ 150 148|073 053|069 095 | 047 | 215
Boys |79.7 797|838 (930799 |944]921]59.2807[785]792|80.1488](909]|71.6[956][932]655|77.1]608][899| 958 [917] 889 | 977 | 958
se | 172|172] 170 074|120 051 068|169 1.04] 138|119 133 | 1.88 [ 059 | 131|061 076|131 ] 136] 1.55[062| o050 [o67| 087 | 037 | 1.54
Internet connection
BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-
fr {de | n [ cz | DK|DE|EL |ES|FR|[IE | IT | LV |LU|[HU|NL|AT [PL|PT |SK|F [ES | wWiSNR [scT| 1s | LI | NO
Girls [ 61.0 ] 675|841 (449823710 27.5] 485|530 644589 140742241887 688207 4a1[149]735[879] 805 [795] 905 | 783 | 872
se | 213|216 (086 102|096 108147178 138180140 1.70( 082|118 | 1.0 1.45]| 717 | 158 | 0.68 | 1.01 | 083| 098 |141| 070 | 304 | 073
Boys | 627 | 69.4 | 85.4 | 53.1 | 845|762 | 438 | 51.1(59.2 | 68.0 | 661|189 (766|277 894|700 {387 [513[197]799(912| 808 |[832] 939 | 840 | 88.0
se | 196|226 108133096 100|169 1.64]171] 138137 1.14]098]1.09[093]113]|112|152]102]086]|067| o088 |120] 054 275 | 098
Source: OECD, PISA 2003 database. se : standard error

Figure 9. Breakdown by sex of young people aged 15 in accordance with how they assessed their own

computer skills. School year 2002/03.

Girls
. . Internet/mail ) Internet I SpreadsheelAs and Advanced
Playing games Using a file N File management ) Communication PowerPoint -
(simple) (downloading) N applications
presentations
Very well 88.1 86.7 80.3 7.2 54.6 447 383 19.9
With help 838 89 15 185 273 312 30.2 344
Cannot do it 24 3.1 6.4 79 15.0 16.8 19.5 355
Don't know what 07 13 18 24 30 73 120 102
it means
Boys
. Spreadsheets and
Playing games Using a file Inte(net/mall File management Internetl Communication PowerPoint Ad\{ancled
(simple) (downloading) . applications
presentations

Very well 93.0 8838 827 843 76.1 617 529 30
With help 5.0 73 10.1 10.0 14.9 235 271 308
Cannot do it 13 2.7 5.0 39 6.6 10.0 127 198
Don't know what 08 13 22 17 25 47 74 64
it means

Source: OECD, PISA 2003 database.
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Figure 10. Proportion of young people aged 15, by sex and by country, who say they perform four
particular activities very satisfactorily. School year 2002/03.

Downloading a file

BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-

fr | de | nl | CZ | DK | DE | EL { SE | FR [ IE | IT [ LV | LU [ HU | NL | AT | PL | PT | SK | FI | SE | WLS/NIR | SCT | IS L NO
Girls | 633 [77.6]793 |63.6 (496|693 |408| x | x |502[517[313| x |379| x |87.0]593|408 (333 |442|746 X 695 ] 761 | 887 | x
se | 1.90) 202|086 122|133 105|125 1.54 | 134|155 1.34 0.94 | 166 | 1.87| 135|111 1.21 125 1.02 | 281
Boys |77.0 | 844|887 (833|887 (867|635 x | X [639]704|616| x [631| x |865|737|681|581]89.6|930 X 856 | 931 | 34| x
se | 134]|210(077|1.04]| 087|078 12 1.06 | 1.17 | 1.58 135 1.04 (132 (1.19| 157 | 0.62 | 0.56 1.12| 069 | 2.09

Attaching a file to an e-mail message

BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-

fr (de [ nl | CZ (DK |DE |EL SE|FR | IE | IT |LV|LU|HU | NL|AT [PL|PT |SK|FI |SE| WLS/NIR [SCT| IS Ll NO
Girls | 46.4 | 603 [ 748 | 50.7 | 516 | 513|264 | X | x |311(334 [ 241 | x |258| x |652[402| 434|177 | 436 |67.0 X 666 | 688 | 794 | X
se | 196208094130 749|1.14]1.29 144|116 | 1.37 1.19 174 | 1.55| 1.70| 091 | 1.09 | 1.16 151 ] 095 | 326
Boys | 61.8|70.0 | 829|700 [766 | 734|457 | x | X [400|498|445| x [436| x |69.8|61.0 610354724812 X 732 866 | 860 | X
se | 172|249 105111098 101|136 132123224 1.48 127 (140 | 135|140 | 0.92 | 0.85 1.62| 081 | 2.64

Using PowerPoint

BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-

fr {de [ nl | CZ (DK |DE |EL SE|FR | IE | IT |LV|LU|HU | NL|AT [PL|PT |SK|FI |SE| WLS/NIR [SCT| IS Ll NO
Girls | 443 324396 |21.6 (362261301 | x | x |412[433[204| x |222| x |649|424|522(135|282|439 X st 455 | 629 | X
se | 1.55( 221|148 (148 |1.45| 134|138 209|137 1.89 1.36 205|186 | 1.55| 132 | 131 | 1.31 209 | 1.19 | 3.67
Boys |53.5|44.1 (528 439|615 |435[460 | x | X [400|515]37.0| x [314| x | 668|582 634280558 |56.1 X 587 | 655 | 808 | X
se | 148|259 (137 (152|146 155|157 1.68 | 1.16 | 1.52 1.48 1.66 | 1.56 | 1.33 | 148 | 1.52| 1.49 165 | 113 | 29

Constructing a web page

BE | BE | BE UK-ENG/ | UK-

fr | de | nl | CZ | DK | DE | EL { SE | FR | IE | IT [ LV | LU [ HU | NL | AT | PL | PT | SK | FI | SE | WLS/NIR | SCT | IS L NO
Girls [ 194 (244|236 | 227 [ 254|204 | 136 X | x |151[131[180| x | 93 | X |221]275|135[205| 135|148 X 72| 59 | 27| x
se | 097|211 102|086 102110080 087088124 0.82 1.06 | 148 | 0.82 | 1.11 | 0.69 | 1.01 155 113 | 3.14
Boys | 350 [37.4 (375|402 (504393 (282 | x | x [224|257 (312 x |[185| x [39.6|452(27.6|244 (409373 X 40 572 | 89 | x
se | 130|285 | 1.14(1.28|1.17|1.24| 1.10 1.16 | 1.12| 1.52 0.85 147|158 | 102|122 | 1.21 | 1.21 154 | 112 | 364

Source: OECD, PISA 2003 database.

se : standard error




