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The origins 
of the youth worker/leader

By working through the different branches, you can easily use this map to introduce yourself to fellow 
participants, readers, youth workers worldwide and the rest of society; during the day or night, while 
applying for a job or talking to your neighbours.

You only need to look into yourself, your target group, your motivation, your method and approach, your 
fi eld of action, your activities and goals, your organisation, the level on which you are active, and point to 
the branches relevant to you. Feel free to add whatever you think is missing!

Good luck in presenting yourself!

by Karen Jacobs
Project team Belgian EU Presidency Youth

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Agency for Socio-Cultural Work
for Youth and Adults, Division for Youth

What

Where/
level

What kind of activity

What kind of organisation

What role

What kind of goals/themes
Youth centre
Open youth centre
Youth movement
Youth organisation
Youth club
Youth service
…
…

…

Active citizenship
Environment
Human rights
Politics
Culture
Nature and/or animal rights
Sports

Health
Anti-racism
Risk
Safety
Participation
Information
….

Youth worker
Board member
Trainer
Instructor
Director/Manager
Co-ordinator
…
…

...
Local

Regional
National

European 
International

…
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By whom

Why/motivation

How/method 
and approach

Where/
place

When

Youth 
work

Young people
Age
Sex
Social background
Education
Individual 
Group
…
…

Organisation
What level
How is it fi nanced
What size
…
…

Children
Age
Sex
Social background
Education
Individual 
Group
…
…

Government
Which level
…
…

...

Daytime
Night-time

Leisure time
School time

Working hours
Wednesday afternoon

Weekend
Holidays throughout

the year
Summer holidays

Every day
…

    Who
For whom/target group

…
…
professional/paid job
volunteer

Status

Age
Sex

Social background
Education
Training

Non-formal learning 
experience

Leisure time activities
…
…

Because I love it
Because I have to
Because I need to

…
…

Play
Education
Learning
Training

Informative
Participative

Annual theme
Open (youth) centre or

informal party/gathering
Open house

Camp
Creative

…
…

Organisation
Church

Playground
Street

Neighbourhood
City

Countryside
…


