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Pascal Chaumette is a project advisor at the "Mission Locale-Espace Ressources Jeunes" in Roubaix, in 
northern France, which serves as a branch office for the Youth for Europe programmes. He is also the 
coordinator of a European network. This work gives him the possibility to put his convictions into practice on 
a daily basis. His considers this a chance that he attributes to his perserverance, but mainly it means that he 
puts his skills and competencies at the service of the local organisations. (E-mail: Pascalc@nordnet.fr) 

Dirk De Vilder works part-time as a project manager in a residential youth care centre in Leuven, Belgium. 
He is also a free-lance trainer, working a.o. for the European Youth Centres, Youth for Europe Agencies and 
Outward Bound School. Special interest in experiential learning in outdoor activities, social exclusion, 
teamwork, communication and leadership training and intercultural learning.  (E-mail: dirk.devilder@skynet.
be)

Demetrio Gomez-Avila works as a youth worker and trainer with young people, Roma and others, in difficult 
living-situations and neighbourhoods. He has been involved in serveral projects including drug abuse and 
intercultural work. Born in Mexico, he lives in Valencia, Spain.

Leen Laconte works for the Flemish National Agency of Youth for Europe JINT in Brussels.

Sonja Mitter is a member of the educational team of the European Youth Centres since 1995 and lives in 
Strasbourg. (E-mail: sonja.mitter@coe.int)

Carol Ann Morris is the Project officer for membership services at the European Youth Forum secretariat in 
Brussels. 
(E-mail: carol-ann.morris@youthforum.org)

John O’Regan lectures in the School of English language education at Thames Valley University, London. He 
has been a teacher on the EYC English language course since 1989 and the Course Director since 1993. At 
Thames Valley University he is also involved in teacher training, direct language teaching, and undergraduate 
and postgraduate studies. His interests include intercultural learning through language, teaching language 
through content, EAP, ESP and discourse analysis. In the 13 years since he became a teacher John has worked 
in Europe, south-east Asia and South America.

Lucija Popovska works as the head of the Civic Society Department of the Macedonian Centre for 
International Co-operation in Skopje, Macedonia.
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Alexandra Raykova is a Roma from Bulgaria, married and has a seven years old son. She studies 
governmental administration and international law at university. For 2 ½ years, she was working in Roma 
Bureau Sofia Foundation. Currently, she is the Controller of the Board of the Roma Youth Independent 
Organisation "Ternipe". This year, she has created the Foundation for Promotion of the Roma Youth, of which 
she is the Executive Director. From its very beginning she has been working for the development of FERYP, 
of which she is now a board member.

Juliana Roth teaches Intercultural Communication at Munich University/Germany. Her academic background 
is in Slavic studies, East European history and ethnology. A native of Bulgaria, she lives and works in 
Germany and has often had teaching assignments in Russia and the US. (E-mail: J.Roth@lrz.uni-muenchen.de)

Claudia Schachinger is currently working as European Secretary of JECI-MIEC (International Young 
Catholic Students). She studied communication in Vienna (final thesis on AIDS education in Uganda), is 
Austrian and at present living in Belgium. (E-mail: clauschach@yahoo.de)

Mark Taylor works as a freelance trainer and writer. Until 1993, he worked for four years (1986-89) at the 
Youth Exchange Centre, London, as development and training officer, and then three years (1990-92) at the 
European Youth Centre, Strasbourg, as a tutor.  Since then he has worked throughout Europe for a wide range 
of organisations, institutions, agencies and businesses, acting as co-ordinator, trainer, supervisor of teams, or 
general rapporteur.  He has long experience in writing publications for an international public. Major areas of 
work: intercultural learning, international team work, human rights education, training for trainers, constructive 
internet use, international youth projects. (E-mail: brazaville@aol.com)

John Waterman has been a practising language teacher for 19 years, and a teacher trainer for the last 15 years. 
During this time he has worked throughout Europe, and also in Latin America. He now lectures in the School 
of English Language Education at Thames Valley University, London. He has been a Course Tutor on the 
EYC language course since 1996. At Thames Valley University he is involved in Teacher education, English 
for General Purposes, and teaching English through Information and Communication Technology (ICT). His 
interests include intercultural learning through language, Reading, Learning English through ICT, and Task-
based learning.
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