
Cécile Barbeito Thonon has been working in the School for 
a Culture of Peace since 2002 as a peace education trainer. 
Cécile is involved in peace activism such as supporting 
conscientious objectors or preventing the army from 
spreading propaganda in schools to convince young people 
to become future soldiers. 

Thierry Dufour is currently a public offi cer in the youth 
international department of the Ministry of the Fédération 
Wallonie-Bruxelles and is in charge of funding programmes 
and co-ordinating training activities and international 
representation (including Council of Europe youth activities 
and meetings).

Gisèle Evrard has been working as a project co-ordinator 
and freelance trainer for about 16 years. In addition to 
her work, deep beliefs in alternative educational systems, 
a passion for photography and the English Renaissance, 
Gisèle is also involved with two colleagues and friends in the 
creation of Taaluma, an international training and education 
organisation. A Coyote editorial team member.

Mara Georgescu is an educational advisor in the Youth 
Department of the Council of Europe, working mostly in 
Strasbourg. She is involved in running the education and 
training activities of the youth sector. Her major work areas 
are: social inclusion, training and non-formal education, 
human rights education, youth work, etc. In her free time she 
is a curious reader, a cinema lover and occasionally a good 
cyclist. A Coyote editorial team member.

Micah Grzywnowicz is a human rights activist, freelance 
trainer and a consultant currently based in Montreal. Zie 
has been working with various organisations and institutions 
throughout Europe. Hir main areas of expertise include 
gender, sexuality, accessibility, equality, inclusion and 
human rights. One of the biggest passions and infl uences in 
Micah’s life and work is music, which inspires hir, it helps hir 
focus or relax.

Helena Helve is a Professor of Youth Research in the School 
of Social Sciences and Humanities at Tampere University.

Ewa Krzaklewska is a sociologist and a researcher, interested 
in the sociology of youth, youth policies, mobility and gender. 
She is a doctoral candidate in the Institute of Sociology at the 
Jagiellonian University in Kraków, Poland and member of 
the Pool of European Youth Researchers for the Partnership 
between the European Commission and the Council of 
Europe in the fi eld of youth. 

Dagmar Kustar is currently an Associate Professor of Social 
Policy at the University of Tartu, Head of the Unit of Family 
and Welfare Studies (since 1991). Dagmar’s research interests 
include family, childhood and welfare research and policies 
(including poverty and social exclusion/inclusion, childhood 
relative deprivation and poverty, changing family structures 
and family decision making).

Aleksandra Maldžiski is from Belgrade, has been an activist 
since the age of 17 and was a board member of OBESSU 
(Organising Bureau of European School Student Unions) 
from 2008 to 2010. She is currently completing university 

studies in journalism and working in Centre E8, a Serbian 
NGO. Aleksandra is also a correspondent for the magazine 
Youth opinion published by the European Youth Forum. 
A Coyote editorial team member.

Darko Markovic is a trainer and consultant and one of 
the founders of “Hajde da...” as well as the owner of “Inn.
Side – people and training”. His mission is to assist people 
to reconnect to their passions, articulate their visions and 
develop essential competencies needed for more effective and 
fulfi lling organisational and personal life. In addition to that 
he still believes this world could be a better place. His main 
areas of interest are learning and development, intercultural 
competence, emotional intelligence, European Voluntary 
Service and better recognition of non-formal learning both 
at national and European levels. A Coyote editorial team 
member. SALTO ToY profi le: www.trainers.salto-youth.net/
DarkoMarkovic.

Dr Beatrix Niemeyer has a strong background in youth 
work, both as a volunteer and professional, with European 
exchange programmes and intercultural experiences being 
one of her favourite activities. In her current position as pro-
fessor for adult and further education at the University of 
Flensburg in Germany she is engaged in the research, politics 
and practice of working and learning in Europe. The focus of 
her research and teaching is on youth transitions from school 
to work, career orientation and vocational learning such as 
strategies against youth unemployment in Europe in general. 

Khalil Raihani is working on a doctoral thesis about new 
forms of political youth participation at the University of 
Reims. He has worked as a consultant-trainer with the Coun-
cil of Europe’s Directorate of Youth, Isesco and the League of 
Arab States. His training expertise is in participation, youth 
policy development, intercultural dialogue, human rights ed-
ucation, confl ict and mediation. He has been active in several 
local, national, Moroccan and European NGOs. 

Gavan Titley teaches on issues of media and society in the 
National University of Ireland, Maynooth. His most recent 
publication, with Alana Lentin, is The Crises of Multicultur-
alism: Racism in a Neoliberal Age (Zed, 2011). He has a long 
history of working with the Council of Europe on youth train-
ing and research. 

Ragıp Zık has been involved in civil society and youth work 
since 2001. He has experience in the fi elds of human rights 
education, migration, active citizenship and intercultural di-
alogue. Currently, he is working at Anadolu Kültür, which is 
a culture and arts organisation based in Istanbul, as project 
co-ordinator on Turkish-Armenian reconciliation.

Marlies Pöschl is a visual artist and fi lmmaker currently based 
in Vienna. Her work is centred on questions of language and 
education as well as the relation between text and image. A 
Coyote editorial team member.

Mark Taylor is a trainer and writer and is grateful to be part 
of both the Unique network and via Experientia (the Interna-
tional Academy of Experiential Education) as they make life 
challenging and even a joy. A Coyote editorial team member.
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