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Context 

 

 

The EU-Council of Europe Youth Partnership together with the government of Malta is launching the 

preparation of the 4th European Youth Work Convention. The Convention (hereinafter the "EYWC") 

will be prepared and implemented by the Ministry responsible for Youth (Malta) through Agenzija 

Zghazagh and the Ministry responsible for EU funds (Malta) through the European Union Programmes 

Agency (EUPA), together with the Youth Partnership between the 28 and 30 May 2025, in Malta.  

 

The EYWC has been an important regular forum (held every five years since 2010) mainly for youth 

work practitioners, but also involving other actors whose contribution is critical such as policymakers, 

researchers, youth organisations and youth service organisations to strengthen youth work 

development and identify directions to further support the youth work field.      

 

The 4th EYWC aims to catalyse a collaborative and action-oriented dialogue within the youth work 

community of practice to strengthen the impact, recognition, and quality of youth work across Europe. 

This dialogue will be centred on finding and addressing emerging challenges and opportunities within 

the field, focusing on co-creating innovative approaches to empower young people and contribute to 

positive societal change. 

 

Steering Group of the 4th European Youth Work Convention  

  

The Steering Group will be the main platform for the preparation of the 4th EYWC and offer a room for 

regular exchange of information between the European Commission and the Council of Europe, and 

those who play a role in youth work development at European level.  It will define the focus, 

objectives, and outcomes of the convention – steer and support the implementation of the event. 

 

The work of the Steering Group will take the into account the EU Youth Strategy Engage, Connect 

Empower, Council of Europe Youth Sector Strategy 2030, the European Youth Work Agenda and the 

Council of Europe’s Recommendation CM/Rec (2017)4 on youth work. It will be framed around the 

outcomes of the previous three conventions; the declaration from the 1sth European Youth Work 

Convention held in Belgium Ghent, Belgium, 7-10 July 2010 , the 2nd European Youth Work Convention 

27-30 April 2015, Brussels  and the  3rd European Youth Work Convention hosted by Germany on 7-10 

December 2020 online and the projects and activities carried out by the EU-Council of Europe Youth 

Partnership connected to youth work.   

 

The preparatory process will follow up on: 

               

- The work and outcomes of the relevant Strategic National Agencies’ Cooperations (SNACs). 

 

- The European Conference on Local Youth Work and Democracy (20 - 23 February 2024 

Brussels, Belgium) and its background documents - Mapping Existing European Youth Policy 

Strategies on Youth Work and Taking stock. Where are we now? 

 

- Youth Partnership projects related to youth work, including: 

- Symposium Visible Value: Growing youth work in Europe (2023),  

http://youth-partnership-eu.coe.int/
https://youth.europa.eu/strategy_en
https://youth.europa.eu/strategy_en
https://www.coe.int/en/web/youth/youth-strategy-2030
https://www.bonn-process.net/downloads/publications/28/e8c9e4c87451bec342dcdca8a5ef9d28/Resolutions_Council_uriserv_OJ_C_ENG_EN_TXT.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/cmrec-2017-4-and-explanatory-memorandum-youth-work-web/16808ff0d1
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/coyote-extra-july-2010
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/coyote-extra-july-2010
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/eywc
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/eywc-2020
https://euyouth2024.be/event/european-conference-on-local-youth-work-and-democracy
https://www.vlaanderen.be/publicaties/mapping-existing-european-youth-policy-strategies-on-youth-work
https://www.vlaanderen.be/publicaties/mapping-existing-european-youth-policy-strategies-on-youth-work
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=2e1d0426340c0c2aJmltdHM9MTcxMjUzNDQwMCZpZ3VpZD0xMDQyMjk3My0wMWQyLTZiMTQtMDZjMy0zYTVkMDAxNDZhZjQmaW5zaWQ9NTIyNw&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=10422973-01d2-6b14-06c3-3a5d00146af4&psq=Taking+Stock%3a+where+are+we+now%3f+A+reflection+on+the+evolution+of+European+youth+work+over+the+past+twenty+years&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ldXlvdXRoMjAyNC5iZS91cGxvYWRzL0VVMjAyNEJFLVRha2luZy1TdG9ja19Ib3dhcmRXaWxsaWFtc29uXzIwMjQtMDItMjgtMTQwMTI3X3JiaHMucGRm&ntb=1
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/symposium-2023
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- The regional seminar Visible Value – strengthening the implementation of the European 

Youth Work Agenda in Eastern and Southeast Europe (2022), and the regional seminar 

Growing youth work in Eastern and Southeast Europe: knowledge, realities and ideas for 

the future (2023);  

- Mapping study on European youth work ecosystems,  

- Study on Recognition of youth workers skills and competences  

- Visible value online library on the recognition of youth work  

- Insights into developing the youth work environment 

- Visible Value - Growing Youth Work in Europe: Handbook to support reflection and action 

- European youth work policy goals analysed: The role of the EU-CoE youth partnership in 

the interplay between the European Union and the Council of Europe 

- and other studies and publications listed in the Compendium of background readings on 

youth work related publications of the Partnership.   

Any other initiatives addressing youth work emerging from the European Union and Council of Europe 

presidencies at national, regional and local levels of the member states. 

 

Composition of the Steering Group 

The Steering Group shall be made up of: 

 

• European Commission (2) 

• Council of Europe Youth Department (1),  

• EU-Council of Europe Youth Partnership (2-3), 

• European Steering Committee for Youth (CDEJ) (2),  

• Representatives from the hosting country (Agenzija Zghazagh and EUPA) 

• National Agencies (past 2 hosting NAs + another representative of the co-group) 

• Alliance of Youth Workers Associations (1), 

• SALTO Training and Cooperation Resource Centre (1)   

• European Youth Forum (1),  

• Advisory Council on Youth (CCJ) (2),  

• Network of European Youth Centres of the Council of Europe’s Quality Label (1)  

• International Youth Work Trainers Guild (1) 

• Rapporteur (1) 

 

Other NAs and stakeholders such as Eurodesk, ERYICA and EYCA, and formal education networks, will 

be invited to contribute to the programme of the convention during an extended consultative 

preparatory meeting. 

 

Structures connected to the Steering Group may organise own extensive consultative processes to 

collect input from the respective part of the community of practice.  

 

Timeline of preparations: 

The Steering Group on the 4th EYWC is foreseen to have (online or in person) meetings.* 

 

- First meeting - 23-24 April 2024 (Council of Europe Office, Brussels) 
- Second meeting - beginning of July 2024 (Malta) 

https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/visible-value-seminar
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/growing-youth-work-in-eastern-and-southeast-europe-2023
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/42128013/195343642/Discussion+paper+Mapping+European+youth+work+ecosystems.pdf/95086fb8-52e9-c422-6dfe-d262714d3e7a?t=1685462414892
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/42128013/0/Putting+the+puzzle+pieces+together+Draft+discussion+paper+for+symposium_20230522+amended.pdf/ded39c21-a788-3bfa-7996-7dc5b6fa55f6?t=1685462483632
https://govmt.sharepoint.com/sites/YouthWorkConvention2025/Shared%20Documents/milutinovits/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/I6FPNVNH/-%20Recognition%20of%20youth%20work%20https:/pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/visible-value-recognition-of-youth-wor
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/-/insights-into-developing-the-youth-work-environme-1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=48cc21e0d65d909fJmltdHM9MTcwODMwMDgwMCZpZ3VpZD0xMDQyMjk3My0wMWQyLTZiMTQtMDZjMy0zYTVkMDAxNDZhZjQmaW5zaWQ9NTE5OQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=10422973-01d2-6b14-06c3-3a5d00146af4&psq=visible+value+handbook+handbook&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9wanAtZXUuY29lLmludC9kb2N1bWVudHMvNDIxMjgwMTMvNDcyNjE5NTMvMDQ0MzIzX1Zpc2libGUrVmFsdWUraGFuZGJvb2tfRU5HLnBkZi9kMDExODMyMi1iMjQxLTU4ZWItZDJjMS0wNGE3MDhmMmYwZmE_dD0xNzAxODUyMzcwMzM0&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=245bd81fffbb8961JmltdHM9MTcwODMwMDgwMCZpZ3VpZD0xMDQyMjk3My0wMWQyLTZiMTQtMDZjMy0zYTVkMDAxNDZhZjQmaW5zaWQ9NTE5OA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=10422973-01d2-6b14-06c3-3a5d00146af4&psq=markoo+kovacic+youth+work+policy&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9wanAtZXUuY29lLmludC9kb2N1bWVudHMvNDIxMjgwMTMvMTAxMDQzODk1L0V1cm9wZWFuK3lvdXRoK3dvcmsrcG9saWN5K2dvYWxzK2FuYWx5c2VkLUp1bHkyMDIxLnBkZi85ZGI3ODQzNy01ODU4LWIzNWMtMTUyMy1lYzQxYjA4M2Q4Mzc&ntb=1
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/42128013/195343642/Compendium+on+youth+work+for+Symposium+Visible+value.pdf/32bb74ec-a048-a392-11d6-40e9458b046f?t=1685462458599
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/42128013/195343642/Compendium+on+youth+work+for+Symposium+Visible+value.pdf/32bb74ec-a048-a392-11d6-40e9458b046f?t=1685462458599
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- Third meeting - September or October 2024 (online) 
- Fourth extended preparatory seminar December 2024 or January 2025 (Malta)  
- Fifth meeting online (tbc) - March 2025, with all facilitators, rapporteurs 
- Sixth meeting – evaluation meeting – September 2025 online or in person 
 

* The number of attendants and the number of in-person meetings is to be reviewed, depending 

on available budget and needs for the preparatory process. 

 
Dates of the Convention: 28-30 May 2025, in Valetta, Malta 

Participants: up to 350 (including all team members and contributors) 

 

 


