
Young People in
Conflict

Susanna Veevo 
Founder of Peace Action Community Estonia 
Director of Estonian Roundtable for Development Cooperation

Y
o

u
n

g
 P

e
o

p
le

 in
 C

o
n

flict
S

ym
p

o
siu

m
 "N

avig
atin

g
 T

ran
sitio

n
s"

2022 June 
Tirana, Albania



Overview: Conflicts in 2022

Russia's invasion in Ukraine 

Taliban regime in Afghanistan

Civil war in Syria

Civil war in Yemen 

Terrorist insurgency in Nigeria

Terrorist insurgency in Mali 

Hot conflicts  : 

More than 25 hot conflicts in 2022

Transnistria 

Abkhazia

South Ossetia 

Nagorno-Karabakh 

Cyprus

Frozen conflicts in Europe  : 
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Frozen conflicts in Europe



Map of 2019
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Young people in conflict

408 million or 25% of
young people in

conflict zones

most casualties are
young men

1.6B or 69% of children
live in conflict-
affected areas

25% 69%90%
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Young people in conflict zones Young males of all casualties
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Young people in conflict
post-WW II

More conflicts

More young people recruited
in conflicts

Less conflict-related deaths

More young people living in
post-conflict zones
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Impact of Conflict on
Young People

Socio-psychological needs in
multiple simultaneous crises
Complex PTSD
Immediate lack of access to
education
Access to fundamental rights 
 Recruitment and radicalisation
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Approaches to
interventions

Policy level: local, regional, national, pan-European
Research level
Grassroot initiatives 
From young people to young people 
Media work and public awareness 
Call to actions
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Sources and reading

World Population Review 
Could ‘frozen conflicts’ in Eastern Europe start unthawing?
War and Peace - Our World in Data
Data for Youth, Peace and Security
#YouthStats: Armed Conflict 
Children Affected by Armed Conflict, 1990–2019

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-currently-at-war
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-currently-at-war
https://www.debatingeurope.eu/2022/04/21/could-frozen-conflicts-in-eastern-europe-start-unthawing/#.Yrs77xOA4-S
https://ourworldindata.org/war-and-peace
https://www.youth4peace.info/system/files/2018-04/16.%20TP_Youth%20affected%20by%20violent%20conflict_IEP.pdf
https://www.un.org/youthenvoy/armed-conflict/
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/children-affected-armed-conflict-1990-2019


Thank you!

Susanna Veevo
susanna.veevo@gmail.com

2022 June
Tirana, Albania
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