C41 - COMMUNICATION FOR INTEGRATION

1. Introduction

The “C4i — Communication for Integration — Social Networking for Diversity” project provides an opportunity to
tackle an old municipality issue, meaning, the rumors regarding immigrants and the city of Amadora.

Since the 70’s, the city of Amadora has attracted national population, coming from rural areas and foreign
population, from several countries. The concentration of the population, especially from African Countries of
Portuguese Official Language, in poor neighborhoods with low levels of housing conditions, characterized by
higher rates of illiteracy and unemployment than those living in the surrounding areas, has resulted in the
creation of ghettos. The negative image of these neighborhoods has being built over time, in part due to the
media searching for news with impact on public, has contaminating the exterior image of the city.

The deconstruction of the negative stereotypes about immigrants and about the city of Amadora is fundamental
in order to change the image of the city and its inhabitants.

As the Human Development Report 2014 Sustaining Human Progress refers |...) Reducing Vulnerabilities and
Building Resilience {...), points out, (...) exclusion and discrimination (..) are {...) important factors underlying
vulnerability (UNDP, 2014, p. 17), so (...) Targeting public values and behavior is indispensable in ensuring the
effectiveness and sustainability of social change (...). (UNDP, 2014, p. 104).

Tackling prejudice and discrimination is important because in the world (...) today there are more than 200
million migrants (...) and {(...) many (...) —if not most—have precarious rights and face uncertain futures. They
have to reconcile the loss of dignity, the disruption of families and even the potential for violence with the
prospect of earning more {(...) (UNDP, 2014, p. 22). So, it’s easy to find someone who has a parent abroad working
hard and in hard conditions to give a better live to the family or a better future for the children, back home.

C4i was an opportunity to directly and assertively address the matter of multiculturalism, prejudice and rumors
about immigrants and it was also a way to raise awareness among local organizations in order to (1) Contribute to
the appreciation of cultural diversity and social cohesion through the deconstruction of stereotypes and rumors
about immigrants and about the city of Amadora, (I1) contribute to the change in perceptions, behaviors and
attitudes towards immigrants and towards the city of Amadora.

A deeper knowledge about immigrants, ways of live, interests, feelings, dreams, social conditions, history,
traditions, culture, will allow societies to have a better understanding about the people coming from different
countries and trough this better understanding have different perceptions and attitudes toward immigrants and
the immigration theme.

A very hard and long term task jeopardized by economic crisis that only can be performed in partnership with
local organizations, residents and the immigrants themselves. They are the best persons to talk about
themselves, as a video with interviews with people born abroad show (attached).

Up to know it was possible to involve in the project about 75 organizations and reach about 2474 persons, in
different activities and moments of the Do not feed the rumor! Campaign’s live.

The table below summarizing the project actions and methodology allows an overview of the activities carried

out under the project.
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