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MATCH-FIXING IN 

SPORT
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Irregularly influencing the course or the 

result of a sports event in order to obtain 

advantage for oneself or for others and to 

remove all or part of the uncertainty normally 

associated with the results of a competition.

• Obtaining a sporting advantage

• Financial gain through gambling

WHAT IS MATCH-FIXING?
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MATCH-FIXING IS NOT A NEW THING

Manchester United vs. Liverpool fixed

to save Manchester from relegation

• 7 players banned for life and then reinstated

• No directly betting related

1915

Black Sox Scandal, World Series 

Championship fixed (base ball) by

a betting syndicate

• 8 players suspended

‘Chick’ Gandil / ‘Shoeless’ Joe Jackson 

1919

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/00/ShoelessJoeJackson.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/00/ShoelessJoeJackson.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Chick_gandil_1917.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Chick_gandil_1917.jpg
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MORE AND MORE MATCH-FIXING CASES
IN THE LAST 10 YEARS

New cases every week

Football

• The Hoyzer case (2004/2005)

• Bochum 2009 : investigation on
more than 300 football matches

• Calcioscommesse (Italy)

Asian and Eastern European 
organised crime often involved.

Ante Sapina (source : Spiegel) 
would have bet €20m with an 
Asian bookie;

Other sports

• Tennis, cricket, American sports.

• Tim Donaghy, NBA referee
(2006)

http://www.google.dk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.hercegovina.info/img/repository/2009/12/web_image/ante_sapina.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hercegovina.info/vijesti/sport/najlakse-je-namjestati-rezultate-s-ex-jugoslavenima&usg=__Q4MjQBSNomwjBxonNwuyAyhaZh8=&h=194&w=180&sz=13&hl=da&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=7kNaav9PVAoebM:&tbnh=103&tbnw=96&prev=/images?q=ante+sapina&um=1&hl=da&sa=X&rlz=1T4GFRE_daDK324DK370&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.dk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.hercegovina.info/img/repository/2009/12/web_image/ante_sapina.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hercegovina.info/vijesti/sport/najlakse-je-namjestati-rezultate-s-ex-jugoslavenima&usg=__Q4MjQBSNomwjBxonNwuyAyhaZh8=&h=194&w=180&sz=13&hl=da&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=7kNaav9PVAoebM:&tbnh=103&tbnw=96&prev=/images?q=ante+sapina&um=1&hl=da&sa=X&rlz=1T4GFRE_daDK324DK370&tbs=isch:1
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2013: MATCH FIXING IS A GLOBAL PROBLEM

(Source : Interpol)
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IMPOSSIBLE TO QUANTIFY EXACTLY
THE NUMBER OF CASES

Between 300 and 700 

cases every year

?
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MATCH-FIXING / DOPING : WHAT DIFFERENCE ?

Cheating to LOSE

• High probability to

succeed

• Often organised by a

group (Crime)

• Very difficult to come

back (links with OC)

• Direct impact on fans

MATCH-FIXING

Cheating to WIN

• Not sure to succeed

• Individual act

• Possibility to stop doping

• Indirect impact on fans

DOPING

7
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SPORTS BETTING A SENSITIVE SECTOR

Addiction 

risks

Fraud

risks

Money 

laundering

risks

Match-

fixing risks
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ON WHICH SPORT CAN WE BET ?

Football 

(all types)

Tennis

Basket-ball

Athletics

Badminton

Baseball
Beach 
soccer

Biathlon

Bowls

Boxing

Cricket

Cycling Darts

Fishing

Floorball

Gaelic 
Games

Golf

Handball
Hockey 

(ice, field)

Hurling

Lacrosse

Martial arts

Motor 
sports

Netball
Olympic 
games

Jaï Alai

Rink 
hockey

Rugby

Ski (alpine, 
country, 
jump)

Squash Snooker

Speedway

Table 
tennis

Ultimate 
fighting

Volleyball

?
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FOOTBALL : THE MOST AFFECTED SPORT

2013 figures (Source: FDJ – French Lottery)

10
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ON WHICH SUBJECTS FOR BETTING
IS IT POSSIBLE TO BET ?
EXAMPLE FOR TENNIS

1X2 or 12: The 
King formula

EXACT SCORE 
(e.g. : 6/2 6/3)

NUMBER OF 
SETS

ASIAN 
GAMES/POINTS

SET

DIFFERENCE

HANDICAP 
BETTING

ASIAN 
HANDICAPS

WINNER

FIRST / 2nd / …  
SET

DERIVATIVE 
BETS

NUMBER OF 
GAMES 

ODD/EVEN

NUMBER OF 
DOUBLE FAULTS

WHO WILL 
SCORE THE 

NEXT POINT?
ETC.
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WHO ARE THE PUNTERS ?

MAN

YOUNG
(18-35)

ACTIVE
(OR STUDENT)BIG CITIES

RISK & 
STRATEGY

Number of punters generally remains limited vs. Games of chance

(10-25% for betting vs. 50-80% for Lotto)

12
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WHY CRIME HAS BECOME SO POWERFUL
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1989 : Fall of the « Wall »

• Many countries lose their 
sovereignty

• Countries controlled by Crime

1995 : Internet

• International financial flows develop

• Police faces new ways of acting

2001: Terrorism

• Fight against terrorism becomes 
THE Priority

• Fight against Crime is a 
secondary objective

Economic Crises : 

• Crime offers substitute products

• Population are weaker
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MATCH FIXING : HIGH PROFITABILITY, LOW RISKS
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Drug 
trafficking

Match 
fixing

Phone-tapping or 
denunciation = 

presumption of a 
Crime

€ 1m profits = 1 big 
corruption

Possession of 
drugs = evidence of 

a crime

€ 1m sales = 1 year 
work for a big 

cocaine dealer in 
Marseille
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HOW DO FIXERS APPROACH SPORTSMEN ?

• The sportsman doesn’t

suspect anything

• An intermediary is in

charge of becoming a friend 

of the target

• The fixer tries to know the 

target’s behaviour and 

weaknesses

• The first fix is generally

insignificant (e.g. cause a 

corner)

SEDUCTION

Fixer’s objective : 

intimidate the target

VIOLENCE / THREAT

15
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MAIN WEAKNESSES EXPLOITED BY THE FIXER

Bet on its 
competition

Gambling 
debts

Financial 
weakness

Doping

Addiction 
(drugs, sex, 

alcohol)

Bad sports 
results

16
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FOUR STEPS IN APPROACHES : 
KNOW HOW TO REFUSE

17

Let’s have a 
drink

Would you 
like to earn 

more money 
?

How about 
getting a red 

card ? 

During the 
match
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COMBATING MATCH-FIXING

MULTIPLE STAKEHOLDERS

SPORTS

• Rules

• Sanctions

• Education

• Monitoring

Disciplinary measures

Prevention campaigns

MEMBER STATES

But as criminality is involved

And as regulation of gambling
is key

Law  enforcement:

Police, Justice and
associated penal provisions

Betting regulators:

• Scope of bets

• Control of trends 
and volumes

• Alert procedures

BETTING
OPERATORS

Responsible gaming

Monitoring

Need for international 
cooperation

18
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INTERNATIONAL COORDINATION
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Best practices of international sports organisations 
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REGULATION

21

BETTING 

PROHIBITION 

FOR SPORTS 

ACTORS

LIMITATION 

OF ACCESS 

TO SPORT 

EVENTS

INSIDE 
INFORMATION

INTEGRITY 

OFFICER

SANCTIONS

1 2 3 4 5
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 SportAccord Code of Conduct 

 Be True: always do your best, never fix an event

 Be Careful: never share information that could be used 
for betting purposes

 Be Safe: never bet on your competition, never bet on 
your sport

 Be Open: if you are approached to cheat, speak out!

 Corresponding proportionate though strong sanctions

REGULATION
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EDUCATION : WHO, HOW, WHAT?
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Raising awareness 

Seminar “train the 
trainers” 

Face-to-face / 

E-learning programme

Sport 
officials

Players –
Referees

Integrity 
officers
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E-LEARNING REAL PLAYER PROGRAMME
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siso@sportaccord.com

Thank you for your kind attention

Please feel free to contact us:

mailto:integrity@sportaccord.com

