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“Volunteering” during the Communist time

There are only few people who did not do voluntaoyk during
communism. Taking part in the volunteers’ actimrganized by the
government, was a privilege, from which the oppasefnthe communist
regime, i.e. the politically persecuted people,exnexcluded. As a matter of
fact they worked as well, but they worked in evearse conditions, in
concentration camps and mines, where they suftbeegunishment as a
conseguence of their opposition to the regime.

Inhabitants from cities and villages, old and yopegple, men and women,
pupils and soldiers, were organized by the commgugernment and
worked for one month in a voluntary way, both nightl day, summer and
winter.

You can still find in Albania the evidence of agrgb done in a
voluntary way by hundreds of thousands of peopiiddal roads, railways,
hydro-power plants, towns and industrial worksustplantations, forests,
and marshes transformed into agricultural landetavbeen done by the
engagement of people in voluntary work, mainly naabor, and in the
absence of modern mechanical technology.

But was it real volunteering? If it was so, them&tia would be one of the
countries with the highest level of volunteering=imrope.

But the truth is different. In fact, people werd taken to the construction
sites by force but no one ever thought of rejectirgginvitation of the
government to go there. Actually, they felt “happg’go there. In our
country, under the most cruel dictatorship in Eerqmart of a suppressed
and ideologically “intoxicated” people, people wibigio to work in lines,
singing revolutionary songs, whose lyrics typicabnsisted of such phrases
as: “Let us go and work, let us be full of sweat,us build our New
Albania”.

Even in cases when the government “invited” petpléonate blood,
they would go to the hospital “voluntarily” andam organized way, with
the national flag in their hands and singing comisturevolutionary songs.



This was volunteering in a country where the comisiudeology had
totally deformed the society, transforming it imt@ontrolled and blindly
obedient mechanism.

The national economy of Albania owes a lot to thoseple who
worked voluntarily, but on the other hand, the wrdtand cultivation with
the feeling of volunteering were severely damagizbn the fall of
communism, people realized that they had not beemteers but were
simply exploited by the government by working fedeharge in extremely
bad conditions and with strenuous efforts as well.

This bitter memory from the volunteering of the coomist times has
brought about the lack of a real tradition of va&ering in Albania and has
made it not easy to establish it.

What are the obstacles?

In 1998, tens of thousands of people from Kosoveevierced out of their
houses by the Serbian army, when NATO started ebbarcampaign and
military operations which led to the liberationKdsovo. Most of these
refugees came to Albania and many of them wereigedwshelter in
schools, in palace of sports and other public imgisl The ‘Red Cross’
organization asked for volunteers to serve in @age of sports in the
capital city, Tirana, to assist in the deliverydoihations and the
maintenance of hygiene in an overpopulated envissnin¥ his call for for
voluntary work was positively answered by very fegople.

In the winter of 2009-2010, the Northwestern regadlbania was hit by a
serious flood and tens of thousands of people eeaeuated to be later
sheltered in public buildings for more than a moven this time the
humanitarian organizations had difficulty in findimolunteers to assist
these inhabitants.

A natural question arises: Why don’t Albanians suprt
volunteering?

The lack of tradition and above all the destrucaod distortion of the
concept of volunteering that was made during themanist period is the



main reason for this reality. This would be thstfeinswer, without thinking
too long!

But there are also some other not less importambiis, which have
had a negative influence after the collapse of camsm. In Albania,
political parties have also taken the attributesiwaf society organizations.
Having the financial possibilities, they are resgble not only for
organizing rallies of electoral character, but ofpolitical activities as
well, or to be more precise, the reality is thaythave transformed into
political activities what must be non- politicattizdies, such as ceremonies
in women's World Day on 8 March, the ceremoniethemational day of
teachers, on 7 March, marches on the internatuakers' Day, on May 1
... and examples like these can be endless.

The political entities in the country started tgamize other activities
as well, seemingly voluntary, such as blood domatr@lping children in
orphanage, etc. This commitment of politics hag@gative impact because
it created the idea that such activities could fgawized only if there was
political support, bringing us back in time whee 8tate party organized all
social life of the people, but the only differervegh now is that today there
IS not a single party as it was in the dictatorshig there are two or more.

Above all, we could not know whether young peopl®were
engaged in a party, were really volunteers or weeechildren of men or
women who were engaged in the party, thus beingaiin some way to
get engaged.

Such "voluntary" activities produced the symbohbfise, because as they
were undertaken for political or electoral reasdingy often served only as a
political decor to be filmed by television, withduaving a concrete impact.
This minimized the degree of trust by the youtleiganizing activities that
were really voluntary and beneficial to the comntyni

Today in Albania, civil society is wrongly persaei by an army of
not-for-profit organizations, which have often urtdken voluntary
activities. Many of them have abused with the futlhey have received and
the young people have realized that the activiheg have attended were
formal, thus losing trust and minimizing their degio get further engaged.
Many people are expected, for this reason, to egigiging and if they are
invited to join a voluntary initiative, before thkiimg about the importance of
what they are going to do, they think that the argar has obtained a great
amount of money and they will feel used as a daxqrstify the funding



that the organizers have received from internatiorganizations or national
institutions.

Another serious obstacle for the development otthture of
volunteering is the lack of philanthropy. In gengtiae class of
businesspeople in Albania is very little inclinedsupport the operational
costs of voluntary activities. They prefer to fymatty activities, including
their electoral campaigns (even in an informal wagcause in this way
they pre-pay corruption, the political support tloeir businesses when the
party these business are supporting comes to power.

Furthermore, they prefer to support activities tiraiw the attention
of the media, asking to be “rewarded” with advertignts for the
contribution they give. In Albania, there is no l&w volunteering yet, so
that it can be recognized as a contribution toetgcSome efforts have been
made recently. A draft has been prepared but inbataken the form of a
draft-law and, most importantly, has not been &dsby the stakeholders.
Only few people had the opportunity to participatéhis dratft.

On the other hand, there are some efforts througlispecial directives by
the Albanian government, which has thought of ‘isipg’ the involvement
of young people in voluntary activities. In orderdain the right to be part
of the competition to attend university, the Minysvf Education in Albania
has issued a directive which provides for the ‘fdition” of learners to
actively attend voluntary activities, or commursgrvice as they call it. But
even this practice, because of including the waotaliation”, is far from
being volunteering and has ended in formalism.

Efforts to establish a tradition

The young people up to the age of 20 have not experd the period of
communism. They were born after 1990, when, in Aldathe last fort of
dictatorship in Europe, collapsed. They have noedoard work in
construction sites, do not have bitter memoriesftbe past, but they did
not find a tradition for volunteering.

They did not find this tradition even in their fdims, school or social
environment. Most of the adults nowadays think thay will be used if you
invite them to help the community or work for sealdrours for the city.



Wrongly or not, Albania is found today before thetfthat volunteering is
still understood or identified with the work in &ruction sites.

There is not an accurate perception about theesphere someone
can serve voluntarily yet, such as in an orphanaga old age home, in the
construction of a kindergarten, in the area of emment, which is a big
problem in our country, or in the raising of funtdshelp someone in need.

All this mentality and all this lack of traditios & major obstacle for
the establishment of voluntary movements and edwucaf young people
with a sense of volunteering. However, among yquewple, small groups
of volunteers have started to emerge and the nigrisathanging.
Generally in high schools, with the initiative edchers who are civil
society activists and with sensitivity in certaneas, limited character
movements have been formed, which exert their@mide mainly in the area
of environment. They get involved in cleaning tegitory of the school,
organizing sensitizing campaigns about environnmgmtaection,
organizing protests against government laws tham lthe environment, etc.

Volunteering in schools and the risk of becoming a
formality

Despite the teachers' efforts to influence on thlantary organization of
learners’ educational activities, these initiativeshain localized and very
modest, and they cannot have great influence iaraadbring about
fundamental changes.

The reason?Sadly, we are facing a bitter reality at a timeswh
young people should be brought up with the sens®lahteering and
thought that they should do something for the comitgulna Kasimati is a
biology teacher in 'Cajupi' high school in the talpeity, Tirana. She has
organized a volunteering movement at her schodl puipils of different
classes, but she is concerned about what is hagpanthe community
service hours! All high school pupils, due to thieligation’ to do the
community service, via a mandatory directive byosdldirectorates, have to
be enrolled at 'Red Cross' to fulfill the obligatidictated by the school
curriculum. But participation in the activities thiis organization is often



very formal, there is no final product that affectdenefits the community.
Above all, they negatively affect the educatioryofith. The teacher,
worried, shows that she has seen her pupils wéas shth the logo of the
Red Cross on the World Day against AIDS, in whiokéré were slogans to
donate blood. They do not carry out any real vaonactivity but only
walk on the road producing the decorative "crowdd sensitizing
marching.

This practice does not have any positive impaqaquils, it does not
really educate them with the feeling of voluntegriRarticipation in such
activities does not come as a result of the featt ltle/she wants it, but
because he/she has to be registered due to sekddkcAnd, after this
activity, the pupils will not feel any affectionrfavhat they did, as
practically they did nothing, and they will not ty be part of voluntary
movements again because above all, people wajdlihehen they see its
fruits.

A success story

Albania suffers a lot from the problem of enviromta pollution, from
waste dropping. There is no recycling industryum country and a lot of
waste is discharged in river valleys or public areausing a very big
damage to the environment. As a result of the wdistdharged into the sea
by rivers, the coastline and beaches are polltbed, becoming a serious
obstacle to tourism development.

The communes administering beaches do not havieisuofffunds to
clean all the area. The organization “Free Tho&gintm” in 2008,
produced a documentary with the images of beadhtymsi and other
touristic spots. The scenes were really shockimgthe organization
broadcast them in the main cities of the countrgchools and universities,
in cinemas, where everyone was invited to watchdhmages recorded in
every corner of the country.

The aim of the campaign was to make young peop&eato assist in
changing this situation. We had planned to orgaaizelunteering
movement, which would sensitize by working. Mangestorganizations
had previously drawn the attention of the publiowttihe problem of waste



pollution but they had done it from the confererm@ms in the luxurious
hotels of the capital city.

But we thought that it would better to call forafeng the country
while we were the first to work. At the beginning@ were not sure about the
support that would be gained by the movement, we &etually very
skeptical. For this reason, before starting theenmnt, we decided to make
a minimalist study in order to see the trend ofytbeng people. Most of
those who were asked did not believe that it winelé serious movement.
But in spite of this, most of the interviewees aesad “YES” to the
guestion whether they would participate in the wtdwy actions for cleaning
touristic areas. However, they did not hesitatadd to their answer: Only if
they are serious!

What we had to do was to show that we were serangwe made it
evident in the first activity, in May 2009, when wieaned 8 kilometers of
coastline in a single day.

Around 3 thousand pupils and students, intellestuatists, civil
servants and ordinary citizens joined this movemehnis is how the
“Albanian Corpus of Volunteers” came into existeneich today is the
biggest volunteering movement in Albania.

For three years, the “Corpus of Volunteers” haamée almost all of the
coastline of Albania, where tourism is mostly preés®uring April-May-
June-July, the volunteers organize actions indhbegtic areas. In each
action an average of 300 persons take part andeaage of 3 thousand
plastic bags of plastic litter or other food ortstrial product’s wrappings
are picked up.

In each activity, a call is made both to the ciigz@ot to drop waste in
public places and preserve our common space, assvel the government
to invest, to strengthen and implement the laweronronment
The surprise of this movement is that the youngpfeebave been joined by
older people of 50 up to 60 years old, while lanhBbitants join us when
we go and clean their beaches. Today, among merab#is “Corpus of
Volunteers” are 5 actors of the National Theatehlbknia, one of the most
famous writers in our country, one of the most famblm directors of
Albanian cinematography.



The “Corpus of Volunteers” now has its branchethexmost
important cities of Albania. Many members have gaius through social
networks, such as Facebook. After being informethkbymedia or social
networks about the activities of this movementytbtered to join us. You
just need to click on GOOGLE or FACEBOOK, “Albani@arpus of
Volunteers”, and you will find a whole gallery attiales, photographs and
recorded images, which show about the activitiestha impact of this
voluntary movement. Thanks to the seriousness oivouk, we have
managed to convince some companies in our counsypport us in these
activities.

There are tens of thousands of supportive comnoensecial
networks. Volunteers have put hundreds of photas four activities on
their sites and the impact has been tremendousikK§ha the sensitization
that we made with our cleaning campaigns, the Afragovernment
established a task force in the spring of this yéh the participation of
several ministries, with the sole purpose of clegrihe country. The
Organization, on the International Earth Day, ofil 2011, proposed an
initiative for banning the use of plastic bagsupermarkets or department
stores. The government has already drawn a drnatihif® problem and will
be soon voted in parliament. Meanwhile, a law oaste management” has
just been passed, which provides for very harshsorea against local
government entities or authorities which throw \eastrivers or other
public environments.

But more than that, we think that we have achievsather success.
While we were working to clean the beaches, mampleeasked: Which
political party do you belong to? A commentatorsoial networks said: |
strongly support these volunteers, on the condttiah they do not
transform into a political party.

These suspicions were justified. But we separabhahteering from politics
and gave it seriousness and totally civil dimension

Examples to be followed

Graceni is a mountainous village in central Albaniat more than 40
kilometers from the capital city, Tirana. The inltabts of a small



neighborhood, not more than ten houses, were authstomplaining to the
commune offices because the stream that passajthtbeir village was
corroding the land and this risked their housege ddmmune had no funds
to invest or it would take weeks or months untiida could be obtained. But
it would be too late until then. The mayor was angman and instead of
looking for funds to intervene, he proposed anosimduition to the villagers.
He and the inhabitants worked voluntarily only fiwo days, building wood
and stone obstacles, as the village was full (fehmaterials, thus
preventing the destruction of the houses.

The biggest Television in Albania, “Top Channebfpadcast in 2009
the story of a family in a village in the suburlighe capital city. The wife
ended up in prison after murdering her husband, wdm®a violent and
alcoholic person, leaving six children behind. Thegd in a ruined house,
which risked their lives every day. A year lategraup of young people
from Denmark, high school pupils, had decided &nsipa part of their
summer holiday in a different way.

The television received the news that some youoglpdrom
another country were building the house of the liamhose story had been
made public. A Danish citizen who was staying ibalia had told the
young people the story he had heard. They had elétalhelp them and had
organized a fund-raising campaign and a year &tared in Albania to do
voluntary work for the reconstruction of the orpsamouse.
The young people did not want their story to belioudn Television
because their act was just a human and not a carrahene.

Efforts to impact

Finding a solution in this situation is difficultibit is not a ‘mission
impossible’. Our organization, through the ‘Corp@id/olunteers’
movement is at the stage of planning meetings awlissions with high
school directorates in Tirana so that it exertaiisience all over Albania,
even in other major cities of Albania, in ordediscuss the ways to attract
and encourage the young people to get organizgdnovoluntary
movements.

We will propose to extend the Corpus of Voluntderschools and
establish there the branches of the movement. Wendourage the self-



organization of pupils to do activities in the schmeighborhood or the city
they live in. It is very necessary to explain te ffoung people that the scope
of volunteering is very broad and the fruits thegymeceive by joining
voluntary movements are numerous.

‘Peace Corps’ & UNV Albania

To stimulate and develop volunteering in Albanmere are a few
international organizations operating in the copritrcan be mention the
“Peace Corps” in Albania and UNV Albania.

The “Peace Corps” program in Albania currently basr 76
Volunteers placed throughout the country workin@ iprojects: Health
Education, English Teaching, and Community and Qegdional
Development. The “Peace Corps” opened its prograra im 1991, but
suspended it in 1997. In 2003 “Peace Corps” reapéea@ffice. Nearly 300
volunteers have served in Albania.

What they did in this years?In my opinion is great job to bring
another approach to volunteering, they have wot&dtlp people in need,
they have brought their experience in Albania, whbey have been, they
have included albanians in their programs as veknstnot only as persons
who have benefited from their volunteer!

With their action, they have helped on bringingtaeo spirit, but but
their action is localized, is why | think that thenpact has not affected the
overall perception of volunteering in Albania.

What about UNV Albania? One of the goals of “United Nations
Volunteers”- Albania is empowering the vulnerablen@nunities of
Albania” a programme that coordinates the actisibéagencies working
with minorities groups (Roma and Egyptian) and pdes direct assistance
to the poorest and most marginalized minority comitnes by facilitating
their access to basic services, promoting, padiony planning, the
development of local infrastructure and increasiogess to the labour
market. The programme uses volunteerism and vausaes core features of
all activities. The programme engages seven Ndtamhone International
UNV Volunteers, some of whom are from marginalizedhmunities
themselves and work closely with local communitied local government
to carrying out project activities.

In this way, many volunteers from different couasrof the world,
have contributed with their volunteerism in Albabiat it can’t be said that
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the perception about volunteering has changedlgmating these years
despite the commitment of these organizations.

But...what we need...?

Volunteers from different countries of the worldedaot lack in Albania but
their action is centered and connected with veny dwil society
organizations which have become monopolies.

In my opinion we need them to bring their experesircthe
organization of activities, way of lobbying and €uraising to support
activities.

And the most important, we need to develop a natistnategy
because during these years, after the fall of conshvegime there are
dozens of organizations aimed at promoting volumgebut there is no
cooperation between them.

| see as necessity the national strategy to majether government
institutions, NGO'’s operating in the field of voleering, international
organizations operating in Albania also in way ta@tnteering in Albania
take another direction.
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