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Marit Kannelmäe works as a programme officer for European Voluntary Service in the Estonian 
National Agency of Youth programme. Once a week I volunteer in a youth culture centre to give 
theatre lessons for youngsters, since theatre was also my first contact with non-formal education 10 
year ago. The strongest experience of non-formal and in-formal learning was 6 months of EVS in 
The Netherlands. In 2005 I graduated Tallinn University department of social work. 

Nuno da Silva : YEU President and a free lance trainer in diverse areas such as ICL, Human 
Rights Education, Project and Organizational Development, conflict transformation and outdoor 
trainings among others, result of eight years of experience in youth work. He is member of the Pool 
of trainers of the European Youth Forum and member of the Council of Europe Affairs Commis-
sion. He strongly believes that every situation is a learning opportunity!

Marius Ulozas : YEU Vice-president, freelance trainer on ICL, European Citizenship, active parti-
cipation, organization management, PR, migrations, elections and other areas. He has contributed 
to preparation of some methodological materials for international youth work and is writing arti-
cles for European Youth Forum, YEU and Lithuanian NYC on youth issues. He has been awarded as 
“Youth ambassador 2005” in Lithuania. 

Xavier Baró Urbea works as freelance trainer in the youth field at European level for Youth 
Organisation Trajectory@ (training development and project consultancy). His major areas of work 
include Intercultural Learning, Conflict Transformation and Human Rights Education. He works 
as consultant and advisor for the Catalan National Youth Council and belongs to the Trainer’s Pool 
of Council of Europe Youth Directorate (CoE-DGJS) and the Youth Forum-YFJ Pool of Trainers. 
Xavier Baró is Geotechnical Engineer and Environment and water management Engineer. He used 
to work in the field of Environmental consultancy and sustainable development.

Szilard Strenner is a Hungarian born youth worker currently living in Budapest. He has been 
doing community development and trainings since 1996. He has a wide range of experience in 
leading self-awareness groups and in non-formal education. Szilard is also the co-founder of the 
Active Youth of Sopron (AKSI), a local youth organisation in Western-Hungary and was heading 
this organisation for 4 years. As a part-time free-lance trainer Szilard belongs to the Pool of Trai-
ners of the Directorate of Youth and Sport of the Council of Europe and the pool of trainers of the 
national Volunteer Centre Foundation (ÖKA). He works all the three sectors and is committed to 
personal development. At present he works for the Hungarian National Agency (European Training 
Office of the MOBILITÁS Directorate of European Development). He studied furniture-design and 
enjoys running in his free time.  

Raluca Elena Voinea : I work as Online Information Manager in the Eurodesk European Office. 
I have been involved in delivering information for young people since 1999 when I graduated from 
the Librarianship and Information Management Faculty of the University of Bucharest and started 
my job with the National Information and Counselling Centre in Romania. Alongside with my daily 
tasks, some of which include new online developments and managing online content related issues 
for eurodesk.org and European Youth Portal, I take part in different training modules during the 
training sessions organised for the Eurodesk members.

Bob Payne : Following a degree in sociology and social administration, I trained as a youth worker 
and have worked full time in the youth field since then. I have worked in the public sector, mainly in 
Scotland, at local and national levels, and for the last 10 years I have worked in Brussels as Director 
of the Eurodesk European Office.  I have been involved in providing training for youth workers for 
more than 25 years most recently within the Eurodesk network, offering training connected with 
young people and European information.

Peter Torp Madsen : Bureau Member of the European Youth Forum, the international platform 
composed of national youth councils and international youth organisations, gathering more than 
90 organisations in Europe. Peter Torp Madsen is responsible for the areas Education, Training, 
the EU - Council of Europe Partnership and of Internal Communication. Living in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, he is currently pursuing a Masters degree in political science.

Alan Hayes currently lives in Ireland and works on a part time basis as Development Education 
trainer for the National Youth Development Education Programme.  He also works as a freelance 
trainer – some current work is with the National Agency in Ireland, designing & running training 
for youth workers interested in using the YOUTH programme as a tool for engaging young people. 
Alan also facilitates the Peace Education Studies programme at Glencree Reconciliation centre and 
runs experiential programmes focussing on programme design with second year Youth Studies 
students in Liberties Community College, Dublin.  

Darko Markovic is a trainer from Belgrade. He works for Grupa “Hajde da...” and is a member 
of the Council of Europe DYS Pool of Trainers and SALTO TOY (www.trainers.salto-youth.net/
darkomarkovic). He has worked with various social groups (youth NGOs, youth workers, teachers, 
trainers, young political leaders etc). His main areas of interest are training of trainers, intercultural 
learning, human rights education, youth participation and the YOUTH programme. He is also inte-
rested in better social recognition of non-formal education both at national and European levels.

Hans Joachim Schild has been living in Strasbourg since summer 2005 and works as a manager 
of the Partnership between the European Commission and the Council of Europe in the youth 
field. Additionally and for a limited period he coordinates the preparation of the Council of Europe 
Youth campaign All Different - All Equal. Previously Hans Joachim lived and worked in Brussels 
for the Youth Policy Unit in DG Education and Culture of the European Commission; amongst 
other topics he was responsible for the relationship of the youth sector to «lifelong learning», spe-
cifically for the whole subject of recognition of non-formal and informal learning. In this period he 
was involved in drafting the White Paper on Youth (and the relevant chapters on education and 
training), and a strategy for a better recognition of youth work, including the joint working paper on 
recognition with the Council of Europe and the Leuven event «Bridges for Recognition». 
 

Philipp Boetzelen is political scientist and coordinating the network of correspondents to the 
European Knowledge Centre for Youth Policy. 

Rita Bergstein lives in Germany (Cologne) and is now working for the SALTO Training and Coo-
peration Resource Centre - main focus: Youthpass and recognition and validation of non-formal 
learning. Before that she was active as a trainer and project manager on national and international 
levels. She believes in the potential and value of non-formal learning and its contribution to the 
lives of (young) people and to the world.

Flavia Giovanelli is a former EVS volunteer. She has worked for a few years in the French 
Youth NGO’s sector and is the Member-administrator of SVE-Connexion, a French based former 
EVS association. Flavia has an MA (DESS) in European Project management and carried out a 3 
month placement at the EYC in Strasbourg assisting educational advisors during training courses. 
Since september 2003 Flavia has been working as programme officer at the «Salto Youth EuroMed 
resource centre» (France).

Manfred von Hebel, Educational Scientist, born 1966, National Expert in the Youth Policy Unit 
of the European Commission DG Education and Culture, in charge for recognition of non-formal 
and informal learning and the development of Youthpass, former managing director of a NGO 
network for youth and social work (Jugendsozialarbeit) in Hanover, Germany

Tomasz Bratek is a coordinator of the SALTO-YOUTH Eastern Europe and Caucasus Resource 
Centre in Warsaw since its establishment at the end of 2003. Previously responsible for Action 5 
and cooperation with Partner Countries in the Polish National Agency of the YOUTH programme. 
Currently in charge of devising Training Strategy for active involvement of EECA countries into 
the YOUTH programme. He is engaged in the international youth cooperation and development of 
non-formal education since 1998.
Tomek has completed comparative studies in the International Standards of Criminal Law with 
a focus on Human Rights Protection at the Warsaw University. He worked as a volunteer for 3 years 
with the Polish branch of Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights.

Andrij Andriy Pavlovych is Ukrainian and has been living in Warsaw, since 1998. He is cur-
rently working at the SALTO-YOUTH Eastern Europe and Caucasus Resource Centre. His fields of 
interest include international project management, civic education and active youth participation. 
From 1999 until 2004, he was the International Programme Coordinator of the Polish NGO “School 
of Leaders Association”, where he was responsible for organising events for young political and 
social leaders from Ukraine, Belarus, Russia, Moldova and Serbia. Between 1990 and 1997 he was 
one of the leaders of reopened Ukrainian Scout Organisation “Plast”. He is a graduate of the School 
for Social Research, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the Polish Academy of Sciences. 

Editorial team

Jonathan Bowyer is a consultant trainer working in a variety of fields in the UK and Europe. He 
has a particular interest in values-based management and partnership development for organisa-
tions.  Jonathan worked for youth NGOs for over 18 years, most of which was with the national 
Council of YMCAs in England. He was editor of the T Kit on Organisational management and a 
contributor the T Kit on Funding and Financial management.  He lives in the beautiful English Lake 
District with his wife and two sons.  

Mark Taylor is a freelance trainer and consultant currently based in Brussels. He has worked on 
projects throughout Europe for a wide range of organisations, institutions, agencies and businesses. 
In addition to training and consulting activities, he has long experience of writing publications for 
an international public. Major areas of work include: intercultural learning, international team 
work, human rights education and campaigning, training for trainers, and co-animating the 
you@etv virtual platform for Cedefop. A founding member of the Coyote magazine editorial team, 
he is the editor and co-author of the Intercultural Learning T-Kit and the Evaluation CD-ROM 
published by SALTO UK. brazav@yahoo.com

Marta Medlinska has  been working in the European Youth Centre of the Council of Europe in 
Strasbourg since October 2005, first as an educational advisor in the Directoriat of Youth and Sport 
activities and currently in the secretariat of the Campaign “All Different - All Equal” and the secre-
tariat of the Partnership between the European Commission and the Council of Europe. Previoulsy 
Marta was a training officer in the Polish National Agency of the YOUTH programme in Warsaw. 
She is also a trainer in activities related to the youth issues.

Bernard Abrignani works as a civil servant at the French Ministry of Youth and Sports and 
as a Project Officer at the National Institute for Youth and Community Education (INJEP). He is 
specialised in youth participation, community development, education, prevention of delinquency, 
intercultural learning and international youth work.
He is coordinator of the SALTO-YOUTH Euromed Resource center. 

Aymeric Dupont, 25, has been the Policy Officer in charge of Training in the European Youth Fo-
rum since 2005. He is responsible for the coordination of its Pool of Trainers and of Training Policy. 
He liaises with the Council of Europe Directorate of Youth and Sport, the European Commission 
and the SALTO Centers regarding European training programmes. With a M.A in E.U Politics and 
Policy, Aymeric previously worked with a French MP, and in the election monitoring field with the 
OSCE. He is also a trainer and a director of holiday camps for French organisations working with 
youth and children.


