
Peter Barendse has worked since 1998 in the Dutch National Agency for the YOUTH programme. 

In the NA he mainly takes care of EVS, support measures and training. He also works now and 

then as a free lance trainer, usually outside the youth programme. He studied to become a music 

therapist, but today only plays guitar for fun.  

Jana Tikalova (25) was born in the Czech Republic. She has been giving her energy and enthu-

siasm to youth work since she was 16. Jana graduated in anthropology at the University of Durham 

(UK) where she conducted a 14 month fi eld research project looking at migration and identities of 

Roma people from the former Czechoslovakia in the UK.  She is a founder and director of the Orga-

nisation Supporting the Integration of Minorities (OPIM) Czech Republic and a free lance trainer, 

consultant and project manager. Since 1998 Jana has been involved in international youth activities 

and trainings. She is eager to train, write and to seek knowledge.

Paola Bortini (Italy) has been working as a free-lance trainer since 1998 in the non-formal 

education sector and consultant on social research and development work. Paola was previously a 

development executive for WAGGGS (1994-1998). She was a co-writer of the T-Kit on Organisatio-

nal Management; was the coordinator for the national training course on HRE in Italy in 2002 and 

2003; and coordinates a long term project on Citizenship Education and community development 

in the South of Italy (since 1994). Her fi elds of expertise include: Planning (strategic, project, 

training...); Monitoring and evaluation; Confl ict management; Problem-solving; Communication; 

Team work; Development planning; Research methods; Learning approaches and styles; Compe-

tence development/assessment; Youth policy; Leadership.

Paola speaks fl uently Italian, French, and English and she is learning German.

Pip Wilson is a freelance youth worker, group worker, gamester, facilitator and trainer in the UK 

and across Europe.  He specializes in Developmental Group Work with people with special needs. 

For many years he was General Secretary of Romford YMCA near London. Pip has written several 

practical books of games and group work activities.  He has a long standing involvement with the 

Greenbelt Christian Arts Festival. You can fi nd out more about Pip in his article and at his web site 

www.pipwilson.com  

Yiota Kamaratos is a fi rst-generation Greek, born and raised in San Francisco, California.  She 

studied International Relations with an emphasis on the Cyprus and Palestinian confl icts.  Yiota 

taught English as a second language for 12 years.  She has been living in Cyprus since 1995, where 

she was running her own private English Language Institute before she was invited to become in-

volved in the Euro-Med Youth Program in 2000 by the newly-appointed NC of Jordan.  Since then, 

Yiota has contributed to organizing and implementing Action 1 and Action 5 activities.

Heba Al Taibi  was born in 1979.  She is youth project manager and trainer with the Palestinian 

Youth Union. She was also trainer for the Salto LTTC: ''Jump into Euromed Youth Exchanges'' and 

in the partnership training course ''Citizenship matters: The participation of young women and 

minorities in Euro-Med youth projects''.

Leen Laconte studied Comparative Cultural Studies in Gent. She developed ''The Imagination'', 

a national project on youth (sub)culture, the arts and multicultural society. After that she was a 

lecturer and tutor in a school for social workers (Sociale Hogeschool). Until the beginning of 2000 

she worked as Project Offi cer for the Flemish Youth for Europe Agency in Belgium. Leen previously 

worked for Villanella, an arts centre focussing on contemporary art, children and young people in 

Antwerp, Belgium. Currently Leen works for the Youth Directorate of the Council of Europe.

Bryony HOSKINS is currently conducting fi eld observations in the framework of evaluating the 

Advanced Training for Trainers in Europe (ATTE) course. She has recently completed her PhD in 

Youth Research on young people’s sexual practice but she is not a traditional academic. She has 

recently completed an internship/stage in the Youth Unit in the Commission working on the Youth 

Programme, particularly Action 5. What is most important to her is empowering young people’s 

voices particularly within youth policy and academic youth research.
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Jonathan BOWYER is a consultant and trainer in the fi eld of youth and community, organisation 

development and partnership development. In the European context he has worked with Connect 

Youth  (the UK National Agency for the YOUTH Programme), was co-author and editor of T-Kit 

No 1 on Organisational Management and is a member of the T-Kit team for Funding and Financial 

Management. His other current clients include a Regional Health Authority and a University. 

Jonathan lives in the English Lake District with his wife and two sons.

Mark TAYLOR is as a freelance trainer and consultant currently based in Strasbourg. 

He has worked on projects throughout Europe for a wide range of organisations, institutions,

agencies and businesses. In addition to training and consulting activities, he has long experience 

of writing publications for an international public. Major areas of work include: intercultural 

learning, international team work, human rights education and campaigning, and training for trainers. 

A founding member of the Coyote editorial team, he is still waiting to meet Spiffy.

Balázs HIDVÉGHI (32) has worked as the Educational Advisor for the Partnership Programme 

at the Council of Europe since January 2001. He is Hungarian, and has a background in education 

and international relations. He studied at ELTE University in Budapest and at Leeds University in 

the UK. Balázs worked previously as a teacher and NGO leader. Since 1997 he has been living in 

Strasbourg, France.

Bernard Abrignani works as a civil servant at the French Ministry of Youth and Sports and 

as a Project Offi cer at the National Institute for Youth and Community Education (INJEP). He is 

specialised in youth participation, community development, education, prevention of delinquency, 

intercultural learning and international youth work.

He is coordinator of the SALTO-YOUTH Euromed Resource center.  

Luiza Bara is the Policy Offi cer for Training and Membership in the European Youth Forum.

She is responsible for the development and implementation of the European training policy and

programmes and the co-ordination of the Pool of Trainers of the Youth Forum. Her duties also 

include the liaison with the European Commission and the Council of Europe in the fi eld of 

training, especially focusing on the partnerships on training. Luiza has a background in political 

sciences and European policies. 

Marta Medlinska has worked as training offi cer for the Polish National Agency of the YOUTH 

programme in Warsaw since 2001. She was a participant in ATTE (Advanced Training for Trainers 

in Europe) and the fi rst TOT (training for Trainers in European Youth projects). Marta is a member 

of the MONET group; a group of National Agency representatives which assists SALTO Germany 

in the coordination and quality development of the National Agencies network trainings: namely 

BiTriMulti, SOHO, TOM (Training of Multipliers) and TOT (Training of Trainers). 

Goran Buldioski has been an Educational advisor at the European Youth Centre in Budapest 

since 2000.  His interests are Training for Trainers, Human Rights Education, Youth Work to 

prevent violence, Organisational Management and Human resource Development. Goran is a 

passionate Jazz fan and an active sports player.
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