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Inring the past year, FSIB - the National {/nions of Students in Europe - has ovganised fwo projects
in Kosovo and bas belped 1o initiate a vomber of others in Kosovo and the whole vegion of South
Fast Enrope. FSIB bas taken an active part in the political developmens of the Stability Pact as a
partner in the Task Force on Education and Youth. In this article | will reflect on our experiences
of working in Kosovo as well as on developments within the Stability Pact relevant to young peaple,

Working with students in Pristina
"I was @ uniiue experence such as one rarely gets in
e, vy colleague said as we were sitting in a litle
hamburger place in Pristina facing the cenral
building of the swdent dormitorics where the
stuclent union UP-STIP bas s centre, It was Satueday,
24 Tuly 1999, cur last day in Pristina, and this place
was our usual hreakfast place during our five-<lay stay
in thve city, The seven of us from all over Europe were
reflecting on our expericnees of the past fve davs in
Pristina, moved by the enthusiasm and eneray of the
local swdents and thelr willingness o study,
organise projects, an activities and be pant of the
European student comomunity, We were still shaken
by our visit 7o Pec (Peji) the previous day, where
local students had raken us 1w places that used w be
their homes; shaken by bursts of gunfire in the
middle of the night, by euphoric evening walks of
supporters and former soldiers of the Kosovo
Liberation Army UCK on the main boulevard and by
the constant presence of KFOR solidiers. Suddenly,
all our livle daily troubles back home seemed
poching in comparison 1o what we saw in Pristina.

Our first project was pam of the initiative by the
Furopcan Youth Foundation of the Councl of
Europe 1o support voung refugees from Kosovo s
the bombing of Belgrade stopped. We were one of
the 16 different onganisations that received suppor
0 onEmise activities, and by the tme we came w
Pristing ity miclspuly we were the firse and anly one
run activities for stuclents, A this dme of changes and
uncertainty our aims were mexicil: 1o gather
smdents, 10 assist them in organising themselves, w
lead discussions on their role in rebuilding the
Uriversity in Pristina and Kosovo sociery, w show
them that we wished w include them in our activities
and 1o work wogether with them. To call upon the
stulents in Pristina we put up notices in faculry

buildings and cafes, and on rees, we made |

announcements on the local racio, and alked o
students in the streel, The following day, 80 students
came 1o the introducton meeting, which stared witl
a moment of sitence for all the sndents who died in
the conflict. Those who cume staved with us for the
nest four days and brought their fricnds along,

Looking back on the meetings 1 can sav as a mminer
that despite the language barriers and with studens
transkating we had full participation in the sessions,
and more than this, By making our purpsose clear and
by showing interest in students’ experiences, their
knowledge and especially their ideas and plans on
[y thesy conled participate in rebuilding Kosove, we
overcime the fiest tensions. 1L was sometimes hard
o manage emotions about the past and keep 1o the
progrmme. We tried o provide enough space for
personal stories that stodents ceally wished o shane
with us and sill worl on plaioning the furare of
students’ organisitions and students’ projects, of the
University in Pristina and Kosovo as a whole, The
evenings were socidl events with music, taditional
dancing and story elling. At one poing or another,
each participant shared the story of his or her life
with some of s,

We returned o Prsting in October and December
for our project “Exercising Democracy - Snudem
Elccions at Prstina  University”, which was
supported by the Council of Europe Directorate of
Education, and we organised public debates and
training on sell-povernment of student organisaions
and project management. Our cxpedence was
somehow different this time, The stodents were
studying; many of them were working  for
international crganisations or looking for jobs. The
cuphoria of July was gone, and many students were
wormrving about caming their living. Their necds,
hwaever, bad become clearer and their wish o work

was more evident than ever. They presented )y,
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thousands of ideas to us about what they would like to do, Their
message was clear: they wanted 1o learn how to develop and manage
projects well, to take part in our projects and learn where and how o
find support to implement their projects.

Preparing the ground for future
support of youth work in the region

Just at the time when our last project ended in December 1999, the
Direcrorate of Youth and Sport of the Council of Europe held an
evaluation meeting for leaders of the Kosovo projects which had
received support from the European Youth Founclation. The meeting
introcluced a plan o support youth initiatives in the region of South
East Europe. The highlight of this plan is cemainly the possibility
support many smallscale projects in the region, which will, in my
opinion, involve many young people and bring resulis far beyond the
level of the financial input. This plan of the Coundl of Eurape provides
for flexible and immediate suppon for voung people in the region,

First meeting of
stuclents after
the war

ESIB is also involved in preparing the ground for future support for
youth work in the region. Through taking part in the Working Group
for Youth and the Working Group on Higher Education, which are
pant of the Enhanced Graz Process of the Stability Pact for South East
Europe, we are developing some possibilities for vouth and students”
organisations in the region o receive support for implementing their
projects. We also want to create possibilities for other organisations
like ESIB to receive support for offering training to local organisations
and for involving them in our activities, as 1 contribution 1o capacity
building of some of the most promising actors in the region.

This work is based on one of the recommendations on goals and
principles of aciion in suppon of the region of South East Europe
made by the Conference on Educational Co-operation for Peace,
Stahility and Democracy, which wok place in Sofia in November 1999.
These recommendations include under priority areas for action;
“Support to youth and student organisations in the region as key
partners with the motivation, creativity and responsibility o carry
through the transition process”. (Recommendations, Expen
Conference in the framework of the Enhanced Graz Process, Stability
Pact for South East Europe - Working table 1, p.3)

Finally, I would like to appeal to all youth organisations in Europe to
undertake activities in South East Europe, use the possibility offered by
the Council of Europe and other partners in the Stability Pact and share
an experience which exceeds by far the results of our regular work.

Manja Klemendit can be reached a1 ESIB — The National Unions of
Swidens in Europe, Gulden Viieslaan / Ave. de ka Toison D'Or 17a,
1050 Brussels, Belgium, fax: +32 2 511 78 06,
e-mail: manja.klemenciciwesib.ong

Reports of ESIB projects are available ar hup:/fwww.esib.org

Stability Pact for South East Europe
The Stability Pact for South East Europe was launched in June
1999 in order 10 respond to the need to establish peace, stability and
economic development in the region. In this framework, three
Working Tables were created and made operational through Task
Forces o develop and co-ordinae the initiatives of different
governments, institutions and organisations in different priority areas,
Following the so-called Enhanced Graz Process, the Task Force on
Education and Youth was set up within Working Table 1 on
Democratization and Human Rights. A Working Group on Youth has
been established within this Task Force. The current pariners of this
Working Group include the Council of Europe (Directorate of Youth
and Sport), European Commission (Directorate for Education and
Culture), World Bank (Budapest Office), European Youth Forum,
ESIB, and representatives of the Foreign Ministries of Hungary,
Greece and Romania. Peter Laurizen from the Directorate of Youth
and Sport is the co-ordinator of the group. Manja Klemendic from
ESIB has been appoinied regional representative.

More information on activities in the region of South East Europe
andd on the Stability Pact is available at htp/fvww see-educoop.net

Pilot fund for youth activities in South East Europe
As an immediate support initiative following the war in Kosovo, the
European Youth Foundation of the Council of Europe created a
special pilot fund for youth activities in the refugee camps in the
spring of 1999. 16 projecis with children and young people from
Kosovo were supported within this framework during the vear. This
year, the EYF has enlarged its action o provide supporn for vouth pilot
projects in the region of South East Europe as a whaole.

More information, including criteria for grants, can be found at:
hepe/fwwew coe frivouth

Contact persons 3t the Council of Europe Directorate of Youth and

Spon: Peter Launitzen, Andre-Jacques Dodin or Jean-Philippe
Restoueix (for address see Contents page)



