The Preparation of Soldiers for 2

Peace-supporting

b Chardy Pauwels

Mission

FEFESIIIEEEENIIREEERRRS

Confiming onr detiate abont bow trafring can prepre for degling with

atber crlieres, Covote weanited fo Brow bow soldfers are prepared for a fedce.

supparting mission. How differens is thefr training from o preparation of, for

ecimple, podinteers i a Enropean Vollian: svvice progranine?

M e s Charly Pawcts and Pm o ]k'h.‘.l.’u'l
Army major. For the moment, P'm the deputy
commander of the Belgian reconnaissance
aanealicwn fhan hews been designanod w propane for
3 [aemie-supporting mdssion in Kososo, In somse
of my previows postings, 1ve been invohed very
chosely in the [reparation gl finally i the
exeoution of two missions in former Yugoskna
50, 1 ook pan in the UNPROFOR {1 maned
Mations Proteoieon Force) amd the UNTAES
(Uniteod Nations Transitionany Adminisoration for
East-slavimuti I‘l.l!"..tl1|.| il Western  Seem)
misseons. Dung those missions | expenenced
personally thae not andy the mikitany skills of our

sofeliers wene imponant

I do nt have the imention (o describe the
complele instructon and iremng of our soldsers
who will take pan o 2 humanijanian mission
abroad, Much more 1 prefer to emphasise the

mon-rlieany LR e o caie |wr'-u||1|'r|_'|

AR the very besmnning of the conflict in frmer
Yugoslava, seminars on different pobitical and
muilidary evels were pant toscther. They had 25 an
objective to estimare the possible nfluences o
this condlect Toe our sacsety, Yoy soodq it fusmed
ot thar Furogse haed fen rect fo stabilse il
situation i its bockyvard because this conflicy
expanded so quickly, some dared o alk abour
a thard wourtd war. It hasn't come that Gr, bt for
the moment the conlbicr = sl goingg on, The
culiural and hisorical dilferenoes among all
parties invobed living on in the former
Yuposknian ternitory ane so huge tha peace
seems impossible, It B very important thar
solieleer izking par in 2 misson in a boreign,

by wmknomay countey, s aware of the existing

1=

differences between the warmng Ections so thal
he can act as a peace-banger instead of
|_||'||'|||'|u,1:||,.|~’.1.' WINSCTamy I]I-;' SILLEIE WO

The mualitars [uart ol thi= U'N pvission an Crogiti
was winder Belgan commamd and  ended
surorssiully thanks to the effort of well troaned
soldiers, coming from all over the workl, The
et urgent sk s o stop the hestilnges in
orcher o create 3 non-violent atmosphere §o
stan the peacesprocess, To mclise this, a
|_||;I|:||'.|r.|I'L-|.1:! JHIE Wik |I'|.'.1I1_'|| in orcler o
separate the conflicting partics. Then soldiers
andd clians were desammed and the ity
ongnisaion wis dishambixl, Yerv soon after
that, mefupgees and displaced persons stared
relurmEng 1o thisr homes and clstions were
orginsed,  According goothe Livsst idomso
the situation 15 actually almost Completehy
normalised. Al soldsers anvobved 0 the
|||u.':‘u.|:n.ln_ |'|_':.;,.1|||||.'-- ool therr ek :_;.-.||||1.| a4 lo
of eaperience. They have leamed @ overy
thilficul Ciroumssnces 1o MARIEE 34 o it eha
wisn't theirs, They have keamed oo be newral
and diplomatic Hsavers without conskderng
thie natsnadiny, |,|||:_;1|.|,j,;:_' and relegion of the

inhabianis

This experience will be of great help in the
}I:'-;_'p.lr.lrn:-:ll and execution of futune [

SUpPPOinE Operalions

Recently e Belgian govemment  reacied
prositivedy onn MATON s rerjuest 1o send trsops o
Rimid H{':;,:I.Irl sdililiers wall gk fin this
huge malicary organdsason and will ook for dhe
restorzaon of peace nthis regon. This nission
wiks Dapesed BRPOR (Kosovo FORCe)



The Bz battabion is, amorg others, composad

of -|,u_1,;.|]|.~.|;1,'. detachmenis of indamiry, cavaley,
reooruElssande, pioneer and koghtc unds. The
personned of these units kv o be irained @
diferent spoabe domams. Exch unit has
sccording b its specialisation, @5 own instnuction
and trtining programme but 2 kot of kssons ane
cormumon foe each member of the batabion

In peneral, although the mankae for cach
mission can be differen, bessons ane gen in the
nexd following domains:; conllict  provention,
peace  keeping, humannanan  aid, peace
endorcement and peace building

Let me stress the non-military  (mental)
e paration ||f1||..|r"|!u_'r'u|I!|I'.1_'|

At bartalion level and higher there are personnel
'.1.hr:| H14 4 :’1_"-|'|-: H'.\lE!-Ir; for :.;.'|I|‘H.1'E||'!|.|.'. inloeation
oy thie future aress of action

A genera onentation, rekited o

b pergraphy {rebiel, vegetation, hydmgraphy),
b' termitoril onganation (rommunities, disincts,
PrOovnCes),

|'ul|'|u|.||||r|'| {mumbwers, COMyEsition ),
cronoimy (apncultun, enengy, soll egploitation)),
so il servaoes, history fof the coumry, of the
woondlson, 3cme] sipssong,

sobe Langusges (serbian, Albanian,. ),
redigion (Cathole, Orthodos, [skam),

hahits, taboos amd ethndc contrasts

is used to Bamiliarise our personnel with the
country and its population

T e

Mot every soldier necds w0 have a thorough
knoadedze in all of these domans. For most of
them, general information s sufficient to
understand in what game they ane going to play
For 3 few though, it i mone important to have 3

barper krowledipe m all of te above menional
domains, Negotiaiors and the key personngd of
the units for instance, have 1o be aware of the
podivical and military Framework of the oounn
Exch hatialion disposcs of several ligison
idfficers (= negotiators on battalion level) whose
mission it is 10 keep and say i contact with
cach faction in civilian and miliary affairs and to
nopodinte at their unies kevel in case of problems
of incidents. For them it is also wselul oo know
the people they work with, "Enoadedge makes
powerful” i5 an expression than explains afl. The
more you know the stronger vou are.  In onder
0 achieve this, cowrses and lectures in
“technigues of negotiating” are onganised

T make 0 exsier bor our sokficns in mission, a
code of conduct is imposed. Most of the rulkes
grven are of course the same foe each mission
bist some of them depend on the cublune they
will be dropped in

Sormie cxamples ane

O The amaude of our men woesands the koecal

women. In some cultures it can e
expenienced as 3 gross insult when a foreign
man koks At 4 local g, Leaving on a
missdon with voung men and women, who
ane Far away from home for a longer perniod,
{5 for some nod easy. The past gves enough
examples (o show wihal 1 mean, How many
soldiers of the different armies tha
occupied Germany afier the Second World
War didn’t have a relationship with German
girls® The same happened with our soldiers
during the missions in Croatk. Although
this is very human, it cn case severe
problems. Can one be meutral of he has a

relationship with a girl from the nation he W
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. . . conflict
prevention, peace
keeping,
humanitarian

aid, peace
enforcement and
peace building . . .




. . . Do not
immediately
judge an act
when you don't
know its
background . . .
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logether in poiie

has o control® In osder o avoid these Kinds
of sinutions it is most of tee tme forbidden
for our soldiers o have any close contacts
with the local people.

The attitwde of our malitary women towards
local men. There are some cultures where
women occupy an inferior place in their
community and where it &5 not accepted
wlhen 4 woman possesses some power. We
have to avod that women operate alone and
o make sure tar male colleges always
accompany them. Our women are thought
tr ynderstand the possible reactions

The attitude towards children is not o be
negected. The definition of whar a child is
seems bo B for some aations diferent from
ahat we think it should be. As for most
couniries in the workd, solfiers have o be at
kst 18 vears obld, In some of the ceniral
Afrscan countries this is not abways the case
As soon as 3 person, regandiess of hisher
age, can carry a rifle, he can be enlisted. Tt
happened in Somalia that a soldier came
face oo face withi what we call a child, Thaa
sorcalbed innocent chikl, who, just by being
a child, easily caprured our soldier's hen,
mearaged bo infilorane i our compotinds amd
whien it dlichn’t get whaa it wanied, became a
dangerous fighter, ready to use a hidden
weapon, Nothing serous happened  but
valuable lessons hove been leumed

The possesion of pomographic maserial i in
s it Meslemm conentrics fatuckden by b
anid s po b cechuded for some missaons. Uher
solgliers have 1o understand than possessing
such matenald can ciuese problems. The csies

wary 10 avold any incident is 10 forsd anything
that cain shock others

© In some ouliunes, the drinking of alootxolc

* beverages is completely forbsdden and in
others it-can be 2 way to show their hospitaliey
andl, refusing 2 clrink, can be an insult

Q Fu...

Based on my oom expeniences, | have e m
explin thar not only knowing vour joby is
enough to do it rght. The knowledge of the
framework you have 1o work in i as important.
| advise every voung man and woman o be
open 10 other cultures and oy 1o understand
them withoul companng them with their own
culture. This companson, in order o
undberstand why the other one does something
completehy different than you do, will not make
vl wiser. [ pol amamediately ||J'|!.|.ll.' an act
when vou don't know its background. The
reason, why nation X does something, is, for a
lew of people, nor imponant when they ane
looking at the way this nation a0, When vou
are designated 10 work with that nation
kncwing their reasons will make i casier to do

v o

For all those lexving for 3 mission in a foreign
erwironment; read a o and talk with these who
were thene Belore you

Good Tuck!

My military postal address:
Sbajor Chasly Pauwels, Ecrste Jagers te Paand,
Michellaan 3, B3970 Levgelsburg, Belgium
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