
 

 

 

Youth perspective and youth mainstreaming 

Research, analysis and development of recommendations for the partner institutions 

Online expert meeting to guide the research  

12 March (09:30-12:00)  

 

 

The 2024-2025 workplan of the Youth Partnership foresees under the youth policy pillar further 

development of research, analysis and recommendations for partner institutions on youth 

perspective/mainstreaming youth. To start this process, a first online meeting will be held, to launch 

a study of national approaches to implementing the youth check/youth tests and mainstreaming 

youth in other policies, initiating the development of a Youth Knowledge Book on the topic. The 

meeting will be organised on the 12 March 2024 and will collect expectations on the objectives, 

focus, methodologies, potential contributions, and other relevant guidance for the research 

approaches for further developments of the youth perspective and youth mainstreaming on local, 

national, and European levels.   

 

Rationale  
Youth mainstreaming and the youth perspective have become increasingly central on the youth 

policy agenda of both the European Commission (notably through the European Year of Youth legacy 

communication) and the Council of Europe (as stated in the Reykjavik declaration of the heads of 

states). Initiatives such as an EU Youth test or impact assessment, and of integrating a youth 

perspective for the follow up of the Council of Europe 4th Heads of State Summit, are discussed by 

the partner institutions as well between youth organisations and member states.  

While including young people and their voices in policymaking has long been a central priority of the 

youth sector, a systematic overview of practices and programs on local, national and European levels 

is needed. Several research initiatives will be launched, starting with this online expert meeting.  

https://youth.europa.eu/d8/sites/default/files/inline-files/Communication%20on%20the%20European%20Year%20of%20Youth%202022.pdf
https://youth.europa.eu/d8/sites/default/files/inline-files/Communication%20on%20the%20European%20Year%20of%20Youth%202022.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/4th-summit-of-heads-of-state-and-government-of-the-council-of-europe/1680ab40c1
https://rm.coe.int/4th-summit-of-heads-of-state-and-government-of-the-council-of-europe/1680ab40c1


 

The expert meeting will gather experiences, resources and ideas to guide the research on youth 

perspective and youth mainstreaming in policy making. The meeting is expected to give a better 

understanding of the opportunities, challenges and impact of youth-centred policy development, 

identify national or local standards, as well as those adopted by international organisations in their 

practices, including their relevance, strength and related challenges. By adopting an initial multi-level 

approach, lessons from local, national and international perspectives are expected to inspire new 

synergies and potentially bring added benefits to the future development of knowledge on the 

thematic.  

 

Purpose and expected outcomes 
The expert meeting aims to explore cross-sectoral and thematic experiences of youth mainstreaming 

and youth perspective in policy, as a starting ground for launching additional research on the topic, 

looking at  

a) Mapping local and national approaches to youth mainstreaming, youth tests, youth checks 

and youth perspective initiatives; 

b) Analysing international organisations’ approaches to youth perspective and youth 

mainstreaming (including, UN, OSCE, European Commission and the Council of Europe) 

c) Defining the topics to be explored in a Youth Knowledge Book on the topic.  

Connections will be made to internal processes to the Council of Europe and the European 

Commission.  

 

Expected outcomes of the online meeting: 

• Share existing initiatives and good practices of including a youth perspective and 

mainstreaming in policy development processes; 

• Based on the existing initiatives at local, national and international level, guide the research 

team on the focus, objectives, methodology and resources related to the topic; 

• Identify critical points to cover in the study on local and national practices, the study of 

international organisations’ approaches and themes to address in the youth knowledge 

book;  

• Identify available research and other knowledge resources on this topic; 

• Identify gaps and examine potential routes of exploration for further strengthening of youth 

mainstreaming and youth perspective; 

• Collect ideas for developing supporting materials, audiovisual materials and other resources 

on the topic; 

• Connect actors working on this topic from local, national and European perspectives for 

continued relations. 

 

 



Target group 
The meeting will involve around 15-20 participants including researchers, policymakers, international 

organisations implementing approaches in policy development, youth organisations and their 

representatives, other actors with experience of local, national, or international level youth 

mainstreaming/including a youth perspective in policy development. 

  

Dates and venue  
The first expert meeting will take place online on March 12th, 2024, at 09:30-12:00  

 

Support materials on youth perspective and youth mainstreaming  
The Youth Partnership has developed research on cross-sectoral youth policy, as well as published 

several books in the series History of Youth Work in Europe, focusing on youth work and education, 

youth work and social work, and other cross-sectoral aspects.  

 

Publications  

Country information: youth work and youth policy 

Youth policy essentials (2019) 

YKB #21 Needles in haystacks: Finding a way forward for cross-sectoral youth policy (2017) 

YKB #28 About time! A reference manual for youth policy from a European perspective (2021) 

T-kit 15: Participatory youth policy (2023) 

Insight into youth policy governance (2018) 

Insights into youth policy evaluation (2020) 

Life is cross-sectional. Why shouldn’t youth policy be? (2014) 

Perspectives on youth participation (analytical paper) (2020) 

Youth policy evaluation review (2020) 

 

Key documents 

Council of Europe Reykjavik Declaration: United around our values (2023) 

EU youth strategy 2019-2027 

European Year of Youth Legacy (2024) 

https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/countries
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/essentials
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/needles-in-haystacks
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/youth-policy-manual-2021
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/t-kit-15
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/42128013/47261953/122018-Insights_web.pdf/99400a12-31e8-76e2-f062-95abec820808?t=1544113783000
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/42128013/47261953/083920-Insights-YPE-WEB.pdf/9fb49708-466b-54be-ffa7-195a1893d99a?t=1608629117000
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=7f109a1ffc614726JmltdHM9MTcwODMwMDgwMCZpZ3VpZD0zZTNhOWIxNC0zOWRlLTY4NTQtMDczNy04ZjNlMzhlMzY5ZTkmaW5zaWQ9NTIwMw&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=3e3a9b14-39de-6854-0737-8f3e38e369e9&psq=life+is+cross+sectional+why+shouldnt+youth+polocy+be&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9wanAtZXUuY29lLmludC9kb2N1bWVudHMvNDIxMjgwMTMvNDcyNjE2NTMvTGlmZStpcytjcm9zcytzZWN0b3JhTF9maW5hbC5wZGYvMmE4Y2RkZmMtOWMyMy00OTg3LTk0OTAtODJiZTMzM2MxMzVk&ntb=1
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/42128013/59895423/Kiilakoski_Participation_Analytical_Paper_final%252005-05.pdf/b7b77c27-5bc3-5a90-594b-a18d253b7e67
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/42128013/47261953/YP-Evaluation-Review-WEB.pdf/3c20fa95-54b8-bcdd-c57e-b12df07840f7?t=1612348488000
https://rm.coe.int/4th-summit-of-heads-of-state-and-government-of-the-council-of-europe/1680ab40c1
https://youth.europa.eu/strategy_en
https://youth.europa.eu/year-of-youth/legacy_en


Visuals 
Cross-sectoral policy 

Key questions for research and policy 

Youth clock dynamics 

Youth policy core principles 

Youth policy evaluation   

Youth policy: reflections on essentials 

https://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/42128013/263647827/Cross-sectoral+policy.png/c6cf91c2-4286-a224-2039-f1fee8c1cfa2?t=1705073830230
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/42128013/263647827/Key+questions+for+research+and+policy.png/b7afee6d-f5f9-148e-6a9e-424fb1d6d2a5?t=1705073830829
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/42128013/263647827/Policy+clock+dynamics.png/01c6d940-3f3e-669c-948f-6ea2302b1935?t=1705073832110
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/42128013/263647827/Youth+policy+core+principles+and+values.png/80bd590f-e4ed-a56b-d507-c01a173f68ce?t=1705073833208
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/42128013/68652422/YOUTH+POLICY+EVALUATION_LR.jpg/b7f7bb39-77bf-c1fe-ca6f-8e1c05d412ef?t=1594806310000
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/documents/42128013/263647827/Youth+Policy+-+reflection+on+essentials.png/7760b18a-1769-177c-adb0-89dda42bbd55?t=1705073832693

