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Ireland is an island to the west 
of Europe
Population approximately 5 
million with 1,560,000 under 25 
(CSO 2022).
We were a British Colony from 
1169-1922 and became 
Republic since 1949.
26 counties in Republic of 
Ireland and 6 counties in 
Northern Ireland (part of Great 
Britain). 
Joined EU (EEC) in 1973. 
1981 NUI Maynooth 
Youth Work Act 2001



An Overview Youth Work Level 5 Programme in 
Ireland

Development of Youth Work award QQI Level 5

Liberties College/ Student profile

Teaching Team/ Teaching Council/Field practitioner

Delivering QQI Award/Modules

Philosophy of the Programme

Review and Evaluation



The Development of QQI Level 5 
CDYSB in Liberties College Dublin 
1994
Profile of Liberties College
FE Sector
Range of programmes
Teaching Staff
Teaching Council
QQI and Awards
CDETB overview
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National Framework Qualifications





QQI Module Descriptors

Assessment guidelines on each module descriptor states

QQI Major Award Level 5 The purpose is to enable the learner to acquire the knowledge, skills and competence to work under supervision 
in a youth work context and or to progress to further and or higher education and training. 

“Evidence of this assessment may take the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or a combination of any.”

Assessment Techniques

Assignments

Projects

Skills Demonstrations

Examinations

Learner Records

•



Structure of Level 5 Youth Work Award In 
Liberties College (120 Credits)

Understanding Youth Work 5N1366 15 Compulsory
Young People in Society 5N1384 15 Compulsory
Working with Young People 5N2002 15 Compulsory
Work Experience 5N1356 15 General Elective
Communications 5N0690 15 General Elective
Substance Abuse Issues for Youth 
Work

5N2176 15 Youth Work Award Elective

Community Development Practice 5N0777 15 Youth Work Award Elective
Social Justice Principles 5N2708 15 Youth Work Award Elective
Word Processing 5N1358 15 Level 5 Elective



WHAT 
MAKES IT 
WORK?



WHAT IS THE FOCUS OF THE CURRICULUM?

Students' personal development?

Students' progression to higher education?

Students' progression to employment?

The skill set of the programme writers/potential programme tutors?



Philosophy of the Youth Studies Programme
Teaching team/student profile

Sector personnel critical to team

Study support built into the timetable and  is
constant and consistent.

Integration of assessments

Universal Design 

Digital literacy

Review and evaluate



How  to Teach 
Not
What to Teach (Tutors)

When to Do 
Not
How to Do (Students)

We are doing it right when ….



Summary of Key Points

Skills set of team
Sector personnel involved
Study support built into timetable
Moodle/ VLE
Tutorials/one to one/group 
meetings
Feedback deadlines
Needs assessments completed early
Work experience relationships

Progression links to universities
Team meetings formal/informal
Pre results meetings identifies 
students at risk
Results approval panel
Evaluation meeting 
Student evaluation and feedback 
local and CDETB
Management trust and support




