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1. Evolution of participation styles

Have you ever done any of the following?

EU27 average

Voted in the last local, national or European
election

46%
Created or signed a petition (on paper or online) 42%

Posted opinions online or on social media about
a political or social issue
Boycotted or bought certain products for 259
political, ethical or environmental reasons o

Taken part in street protests or demonstrations 24%

Used hashtags or changed your profile picture to 239
show support for a political or social issue e
Volunteered for a charity/campaign

organisation (e.g. Amnesty, Greenpeace, 21%
Oxfam)

Taken part in a public consultation (online or 159

offline) A

Joined a youth organisation 14%
Contacted a politician about an issue 10%
None of these 10%

Don't know 3%

Source: Dezelan and Moxon (2021)



Participation styles are changing

tools for measuring youth participation are narrow and outdated

voting 1s still very important modality for youth to participate

the actors, forms and targets of participation are changing and so are the ways in
which young people are politically active

depending on their preferences, abilities (and some other factors) young people

participate in different ways




2. Lower youth participation in institutional politics

Political participation in Europe by age groups
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Youth and institutional politics

youth participation in institutional politics is comparatively low
the gap between youth participation and other age groups is widening

low participation rates have a negative impact on representation

low representation of young people leads to policies less responsive to youth




3. The changing citizenship of young people

In order to be a good citizen, how important do you think it is for a person to... ? (in percentages

-EU27)

Report a crime I

Form their own opinions I

e—

Atvaysobey the 1o |1 R

Suppotthose who are wors o [

Express their opinon on political or social issues . _

Be active in voluntary groups, community groups or youth - _
organisations

Join a political party to get politically active _ _

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% B80% 90% 100%

mDon't know m0 -Extremely unimportant m1 w2 m3 m4 m5 m6 m7 m8 m9 ml10-Extremely important

Source: European Parliament Youth Survey (2021)



Different citizenship norms of young people

young people share different citizenship norms, more focused on protest politics

and self-expression

peers and social networks have greater importance in shaping political beliefs

youth are more networked, but still appreciate social order alongside solidarity and

self-expression

the environment, poverty and inequality, and humanitarian crises are among key

concerns of young people



4. The impact of ICT

From which of these sources do you get the most information about political and social issues?

Please select up to three answers. (in percentages - EU27)

Social media I 41 %
News websites, including newspaper and television. . I 41%
News or current affairs programmes on TV I | 349,
Friend, family or colleagues IEEEEEEGGGGGGGGGGGGGENN 2 6%,
News or current affairs programmes on the radio G 20%
School/college/university GGG 5%
Printed newspapers or magazines GGG 4%
I don’t get any information on this subject NG 2%
Another source G 2%
Adverts or other information produced by political.. I 10%
Books/journals I 9%
Don't know N 4%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

Source: European Parliament Youth Survey (2021)



The ICT

ICT tools are the main source of information on politics and social issues

the internet can have positive effects on the online and offline

participation of young people

social media can strengthen political literacy and skills

since social media are mainly used for recreational purposes,

they do not have a positive impact on political mobilisation

excessive screen time has a negative impact on young people’s mental health and

physical development




5. Shrinking civic spaces

What strategies related to youth spaces will your organisation pursue most to ensure youth

engagement in the post-pandemic period? What kind of physical (offline) spaces have proven most valuable to your organisation in

securing youth engagement since the outbreak of COVID -19?

Making the current youth spaces more attractive 55,42

Building capacity of young people to create, use
and sustain online youth spaces

Building capacity of young people to create, use I 43,37 Campuses and other educationalfaciliies NN 36,67

and sustain physical youth spaces

I 53,01 Premises of youth centres and youth organisatons I 53,33

Creating new digital youth spaces  NEEEEG— 42,17 Public parls  IEEEG———— 31,11

Making the existing online youth spaces more
attractive and resilient to threats and malpractice

Creating new physical youth spaces I RNEEG_—_— 34,54

Townsquares
I 40,96 . e
Public sports facilities (e.g., basketball courts) [N 17,78

Streets NN 1556
Other Wl 2,41
Sportelubs' facilities (e.g., football club, tennis dubetc.) [ 10,00

Public transport stations (railway stations, bus stations,
bus stops etc.)

N 5,89
Source: Dezelan (2021) Public ibraries [ 5,89

Town halls | 8,89

Redunant and deserted spaces (e.g.old factories; so
called "claimed spaces”)

. 778
Shoppingmalls Wl 3,33
Other [N 14,44

- 10 20 30 40 50 60

Source: Dezelan (2022)



Shrinking civic spaces for young people

the civic space for young people is shrinking and the Covid 19 increased this

problem

open offline and online spaces for young people are an

important prerequisite for youth participation

youth work and youth organisations are two of the most important creators of

open and safe civic spaces

the key is in maintaining and improving existing civic spaces



Youth participation 2023

Young people are active (85% in recognised forms of participation).

Young people are radically kind citizens (Bowman et al. 2023).

Radical kindness is about dissent. It is about calling for wholesale, systemic and
radical change in the politics and economics that have brought the world into a
climate crisis. Radical kindness is reflected in the words of Greta Thunberg (Snapes

Radical kindness is about a vision of transformative change that comes from grass-
roots collaboration. To quote Drew (Youth Strike for Climate participant): “Everyone

Radical kindness is a system of civic ethics based on care and kindness.

Young people vote less, but they vote when it matters.

Young people consume and practice political and social action online more than

others (and differently), therefore institutional politics needs readjustments.

Civil space for young people crucial and its facilitators as well (youth/youth work

organisations, CSOs...).
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